
Thank You
  For Your Sympathy

Dear Colleagues and Friends,

Before too much time passes and we find ourselves totally occupied with the needs of our students 
and schools, I would like to stop, take a moment, reach out and extend a very warm and sincere 
thank you for all your kindness, care, prayers and sympathy at the time of my fatherʼs death.  

Knowing you were thinking of me, my family and our loss meant a great deal to all of us.  
Personally, I was touched by the many notes, cards, email messages, and other expressions of 
condolence that came to me from Philadelphia. In fact, gifts of prayer and comfort keep coming.  

My father was a kind, gentle man of God who loved his family, deeply cared for all people, and 
lived a long, full and happy life.  Although his passing is a sad milestone for me, I am grateful for 
the years we had and I know that his wisdom will live on in this world.

Thank you, again. When I look back at this time in my life, I will remember you and how deeply you 
cared when I needed it most. God bless you all!

Respectfully,

Arlene C. Ackerman, Ed.D.
Superintendent 
The School District of Philadelphia


