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SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PHILADELPHIA CELEBRATES THE GROUNDBREAKING
FOR THE NEW WEST PHILADELPHIA HIGH SCHOOL

School District of Philadelphia Superintendent Arlene Ackerman, School Reform Commission
members and West Philadelphia residents cheer the announcement of the soon-to-be
state-of-the-art high school.

PHILADELPHIA —School District of Philadelphia Superintendent Dr. Arlene Ackerman,
School Reform Commission members and students at West Philadelphia High School gathered today

to mark an important occasion in the history of that area of Philadelphia—the groundbreaking for the
new West Philadelphia High School.

Under a big tent at 4901 Chestnut Street in West Philadelphia, the site of the new school,
students, parents and community members who had worked so hard for many years to see this project
become a reality gathered not only to break ground but also to celebrate the soon-to-be $66 million
state-of-the-art high school.

Actual construction on the school is expected to start in late November or early December of
this year and the new West Philadelphia High School is expected to be completed and open to students
by September 2011 for the 2011-12 school year, according to the District’s Office of Capitol
Programs.

“As a proud graduate of West Philadelphia High School (class of 1962), I am extremely proud
to announce the start of construction of the new West Philadelphia High School,” said SRC Chairman
Robert L. Archie Jr. “This groundbreaking is one of the many good things students throughout the
District are experiencing this school year in conjunction with our five-year strategic plan, /magine
2014. In it, we promised a focus on student success, quality choices, great staff, accountable adults
and world-class operations. On this occasion, it is fitting that we repeat these commitments, and
rededicate ourselves to their fulfillment.”

“In keeping with the goals of Imagine 2014, the theme for our entire School District this year is
‘Imagine Greatness’,” said Superintendent Ackerman. “That vision is grounded in the conviction that
every child deserves a first-class quality education and a state-of-the-art environment. The residents of
West Philadelphia have worked long and hard for years to one day see the construction of a new West
Philadelphia High School. That dream is now becoming a reality with today’s groundbreaking.”
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“West Philadelphia High School has a long and proud history in Philadelphia,” said
Philadelphia Mayor Michael A. Nutter. “Today’s groundbreaking is the start of another wonderful
chapter in public education in Philadelphia. I expect the new West Philadelphia High School to be at
the heart of the community, sparking community growth and inspiring people to bring even more
opportunities to West Philadelphia."

Also attending today’s groundbreaking were SRC Commissioner Johnny Irizarry; Philadelphia
City Councilwoman Jannie Blackwell; Pennsylvania State Representative James Roebuck; former SRC
Chairwoman Sandra Dungee-Glenn; West Philadelphia High School Student Government President
Sherese Lewis; West Philadelphia High School Principal Saliyah Cruz; Khalif Dobson, president of the
West Philadelphia High School chapter of Philadelphia Student Union; West Philadelphia High School
Alumni Association President Paula McKinney Rainey; and West Philadelphia Community Partners
Co-Chair Althea Fogle, a graduate of West Philadelphia High School.

The new West Philadelphia High School will replace the current high school building located at
47™ and Walnut Streets, which opened in 1912. The current high school building will remain in
operation for students until the new West Philadelphia High School is ready for occupancy.

The site of the new high school is the former location of the now-closed West Philadelphia
Catholic High School for Boys. The District purchased and took ownership of the building in July
1991. After purchasing the property, the District then used the building for regional academic offices
as well as for the Middle Years Alternative School and Parkway West High School. Both schools were
relocated last school year and the site cleared to make way for the new “West.”

The new school site is on four-and-a-half acres of land and is bounded by 49" Street, Chestnut
Street, 50" Street and Market Street. The classroom wing of the 170,000-foot, three-story building is
oriented along 49" Street. The school was designed with three existing academies in mind. They are
creative and performing arts, business technology and urban leadership. The new West Philadelphia
will have state-of-the-art classrooms and science labs. The two gyms will be located along the Market
Street side of the property. A decorative motif that will reoccur throughout the building, including the
pattern of the floor tiles, was inspired by the Gee’s Bend quilts. Gee’s Bend is a small rural community
nestled into a curve in the Alabama River southwest of Selma, Alabama. The town’s African-
American women developed a distinctive, bold, and sophisticated quilting style based on traditional
American (and African-American) quilts. The women of Gee’s Bend have passed their skills and
aesthetic down through at least six generations to the present.

Spaces in the new West Philadelphia High School that will be available for community use
include the auditorium, the instructional media center (IMC/library) and the physical education facility.
To allow for separate night time community use, the auditorium and IMC are located directly off the
main entry at 49" and Chestnut Streets, while the gyms and cafeteria are accessed directly from two
separate off-street courtyard entries.

The project has been designed to meet a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design
(LEED) silver rating. LEED is an independent certification program and the nationally accepted
benchmark for the design, construction and operation of high performance “green” buildings. The
school’s “green” features will include the collection of rain water to be used for non-potable uses such
as the flushing system. The landscaping also incorporates many LEED-eligible elements, including
the restoration of trees along Chestnut and 49" Streets.
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West Philadelphia High School VIEW FROM 49TH & CHESTNUT STREET
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