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YOUR CHILD'S INSTRUCTIONAL READING LEVEL FOR .
MARKING PERIOD Did you know... you can access your child’s progress data, grades, attendance,
benchmark test scores, standardized test scores, and internet resources through
PROJECT - SERVICE LEARNING / MULTIDISCIPLINARY familynet? For information, please visit our web site at: http://www.philasd.org
(by end of 8th grade) and click on login.
o ARA R D OF GRADE PERFORMANCE, EFFORT AND BEHAVIOR PROJECT
A-90-100 INDICATOR N - NOT STARTED
SHOWS RESPECT AND COMPASSION FOR OTHERS B-80-89 1 - OUTSTANDING | -IN PROGRESS
USES TIME WISELY C-70-79 2 - SATISFACTORY C - COMPLETED
D-65-69 3 - IMPROVEMENT NEEDED
WORKS WELL WITH OTHERS F- 0-64
USES CHALLENGES AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN NG - No Grade

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON REVERSE SIDE

SEE PARENTS' LEARNING GUIDE

Dear Parent/Guardian,

It is our goal to provide you with a Report Card for Grades 4-8 that
keeps you well informed, empowered, and involved in your child's
education. Please review the grades and teacher comments with
your child and contact your child's school or teacher if you have
any questions.

At The School District of Philadelphia, we recognize that
parents/guardians are our partners and remain an instrumental
part of the collaborative process to ensure that our children attain
academic excellence. In order to build a bridge between the home
and school, we have provided a home support guide as a

resource which helps our children to extend their learning
from the school to the home. This will express to our
children that they are life long learners.

We welcome you at our schools and look forward to seeing you to
discuss your child’s progress.

CD )

ARLENE ACKERMAN, ED. D., SUPERINTENDENT / CEO

Respectfully,

1/21/2011

12:13:19PM




GRADES 4-8 HOME SUPPORT GUIDE , , _ READING , , L WRITING o . .
Build a home library that includes a variety of reading materials. [ J H.ave your child write letters or ema!ls that prowdg information to relatives or
4-8 INSTRUCTIONAL READING LEVELS ® Ask questions about stories: "What happened at the beginning, in friends about recent events, observations, and feelings.
the middle, and at the end of the story." ® Have your child write instructions for an everyday task (e.g. making a
The instructional Reading Level indicates at what grade level your child is ® Select books, magazines, and Internet articles to read. peanut butter and jelly sandwich).
reading. A reading level of 4.5 would mean that your child is reading at the ® Read a newspaper and discuss current events. Let your child see ® Students often try to persuade their parents to let them do or have

you reading for pleasure and information (newspaper, poetry). something. Have your child write a convincing piece citing reasons and

4th grade level, mid-year. A reading level of 8.0 would mean that your child is

: o ® Become a frequent visitor to the public library. evidence, anticipating concerns or arguments.
reading at the 8th level, beginning of year. ® Discuss and aqna|yze ads on TV ;Fa)nd on bi||bgards in your ® Work with your child to write a short story or play about a personal
1.0-1.5 Readers are dependent on teacher assistance to understand the basics of neighborhood. (What do they advertise?) experience. Share it with your family.
books and print. They are able to read words that are used in high MATHEMATICS HEALTH AND WELLNESS
frequency such as the, a, at. Students rely on pictures to help them ® Look for real-world activities that require your child to use ® Have your child eat a healthy breakfast every morning, either at
understand the meaning of text. Large print with limited text on the page mathematical skills such as measuring ingredients for recipes. home or at school.
are necessary for comprehension. Plan trips using SEPTA subways, trains, and buses using the ® Participate in physical activity; limit TV and video time.
_— schedules. ® Discuss anger and ways to manage it.
2.0-2.5 Readers are beginning to learn how to attack words and are able to better o  Encourage your child to use mental math while shopping. ® Discuss bullying, strategies to avoid being a target, and how to
comprehend text. Students are still dependent on teacher assistance to ® Use sports information to determine statistical data such as finding help someone who is being bullied.
comprehend text. Students understand that reading serves many puposes the batting averages of baseball players. ® Discuss risky behaviors and ways to negotiate peer pressure.
such as to entertain, to inform or to persuade._ Student can identify ficton ¢ |qvolve your child in locating routes on a map and provide
from non-flctlon text, are less dependent on pictures and can read more directions to their destination, i.e., north, south, east, west, or scale . ART &.MUSIC _ . .
lines of print per page. measurement. ® Sing and play more advanced melodies representing various musical
- i - ® |dentify and classify geometric shapes within your house and styles and historical periods. . o
P08 e begining t comprehend toxt on thlr own. Studonts are aiso able to _ Nelghborood. o @ Provide appropriate art tools to exfpore drawing, paining,
recognize different genres of text and can read text with longer sentences, ® Involve your child in household repairs and improvements such as ° erntrrgjaklng., a?d srcf;ulpture. d
more text per page, and richer vocabulary. measuring a room for carpeting. Have child also calculate the cost. ttend musical performances and art museums.
SCIENCE WORLD LANGUAGE
The expectation is that students read at or above grade level. ® Encourage curiosity and question-asking. Family members can ® Practice the vocabulary phrases learned with your child.
participate in discovery by telling children “I don’t know, but let’s ® Play guessing games with your child using the vocabulary learned.

4.0-4.5 Readers understand a variety of texts. Most reading is silent; readers
understand different points of view and use word solving skills to figure °
out complex words and sentences.

find out together.”

Ask your child what they are learning in school. Discuss how
science touches every aspect of our lives, from green energy to
climate change.

Visit science museums, outdoor education areas, zoos, and nature
preserves to show your children you value science.

Observe the natural world with your child by pointing out things
such as the appearance of leaves on the trees in spring or the
cracking of a sidewalk due to the freeze-thaw cycle and weathering

IN DANGER OF RETENTION
Students who are in danger of being retained will be identified on the report cards
during the second and third marking periods. The final report card will indicate

5.0-5.5 Readers understand a variety of texts; texts are longer, requiring thinking
whether a student is promoted or assigned to a summer program.

to form an opinion of both fiction and nonfiction passages.

6.0-6.5 Readers understand a full range of texts. Longer texts include complex °
sentences, paragraphs, and multi-syllable words (e.g. bankruptcy,
uplifting, etc.) that the reader is expected to understand and to which the
reader is expected to respond.

GRADES 4 -7
Students who receive D's, F's or are missing a mark in Mathematics, Reading or
Science are in danger of being retained.
GRADE 8
Students who receive D's, F's or are missing a mark in any of the four major
subject areas (Mathematics, Reading, Science or Social Studies) are in danger of
being retained.

SOCIAL STUDIES
Discuss financial skills such as money management, writing checks,
and household budgeting; apply them to daily situations.

7.0-7.5 Readers understand a full range of texts that introduce mature themes
such as abuse, poverty, and war. Texts are longer and include complex
sentences and paragraphs that vary for the reader to understand and to

. . ® Read together and discuss facts about diverse cultures.
which the reader is expected to respond. )
® Discuss current events from news sources (TV, newspapers, and
8.0-8.5 Readers understand a wide range of texts. Most reading is silent. Reading maga;ines). . . L
without mistakes is established. Stories and characters have several ® Explain and discuss the important aspects of the Civil Rights
Movement.

different qualities and are understood on several levels.

9.0-10.0 (FLUENT READERS) Fluent readers have successfully learned to read.
Their goal now is reading to understand with the intent to make meaning
from what they are reading. They read with expression and follow
punctuation in order to read smoothly and clearly. Increasing their
independent reading will enhance their comprehension skills in order to
read challenge reading material.
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