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About Digital
Resources for Students
Resources from the Free Library are available to help students continue

their learning from home while their schools are affected by COVID-19. 

This guide highlights a variety of learning support materials and services

that are available to kids, teachers, and caregivers—anytime anywhere. It

features the Library's virtual tutoring program, research databases for

kids, current and historical news databases, and eBooks and audiobooks

that are always available for individual or group access.

You can find all of these digital tools at freelibrary.org. You’ll need your

Free Library card number and PIN to log on.

Need a Library Card?
Apply for a library card online. A Free Library card is available at no cost to

anyone who lives, works, pays taxes, or goes to school in the City of

Philadelphia, as well as anyone who lives in the state of Pennsylvania.

We can help if you have a library card but forgot your PIN, forgot your

library card number, or need to report a lost or stolen card.

If you have a question, Library staff are available by email, chat, or phone.
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https://freelibrary.org/
https://catalog.freelibrary.org/MyResearch/register/policy
https://catalog.freelibrary.org/MyResearch/ForgotPin
https://catalog.freelibrary.org/MyResearch/ForgotCard
https://catalog.freelibrary.org/MyResearch/lostCard
https://catalog.freelibrary.org/MyResearch/lostCard
https://libwww.freelibrary.org/contact/


Homework Help Online
Powered by Tutor.com, Homework Help Online supports K-
12, college, and adult learners through virtual, one-to-one,
on-demand tutoring; drop-off writing review; practice
quizzes and skill drills; video lesson libraries; and the
Princeton Review® SAT®/ACT® Essentials test prep.

Work with your tutor in a virtual classroom, which includes an
interactive whiteboard, a graphing calculator, file sharing, and a
live text editor
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Live chat with a tutor every day in English (available 10:00 a.m.–
midnight) and Spanish (available from 2:00 p.m.–2:00 a.m.)

Upload your writing assignments and get feedback within 
12 hours

Read this blog post
Watch this video
Access this resource at freelibrary.org/ehomework

TO GET STARTED

https://libwww.freelibrary.org/blog/post/4105
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9sSAkC4JQ8&feature=youtu.be
http://libwww.freelibrary.org/databases/index.cfm?subjects=homework-help-study-aids&audience=


Research Databases
Access these resources and more at freelibrary.org/ehomework

Access child-friendly content for students in kindergarten
through fifth grade
Find news, biographies, books, magazines, pictures, and
videos on a range of topics

Kids InfoBits

TO GET STARTED 
Check out this resource guide

Examine the many sides of today’s hottest social issues
Explore pro/con viewpoints, reference articles, interactive
maps, and infographics
Delve into wide-ranging issues, from capital punishment to
immigration, medical marijuana, and artificial intelligence

Gale in Context | Opposing Viewpoints

TO GET STARTED
Check out this resource guide
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Enjoy support for middle school students working on papers
and projects
Access magazines, newspapers, multimedia, biographies,
and primary sources on a multitude of topics

Gale in Context | Middle School

TO GET STARTED
Check out this resource guide

http://libwww.freelibrary.org/databases/index.cfm?subjects=homework-help-study-aids&audience=
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qD1r4vEMBQ5z8Q9rmDGLNdg5fs1OVDdc/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VxMUT38wGI34YrYcz2PMwNo54cHFPjNj/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gt-Ql5SLPpLwYaQokl_mI1FNbxHD5s01/view


News Databases

Get full-text digital access to from 1981-present in text
format
Get full-text digital access to from 2018-present with images.

Philadelphia Inquirer

TO GET STARTED
Follow this link

Explore events and issues at the local, national, and
international levels from over 9,000 news sources
Find print and online newspapers, newswires, broadcast
transcripts, and videos
Includes the Philadelphia Tribune, Philadelphia Magazine,
the Philadelphia Daily News, and 30 other Philadelphia-area
news sources

Access World News

TO GET STARTED
Follow this link

Access nytimes.com through the Free Library by claiming
your free 72-hour pass. (There is no limit to the number of
passes you can claim.)

New York Times Anywhere

TO GET STARTED
Read this blog post

Access current and historical news sources for school projects, essays, and book
reports and use our built-in citation tools.
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https://libwww.freelibrary.org/databases/index.cfm?subjects=newspapers-magazines-journals&audience=
https://libwww.freelibrary.org/databases/index.cfm?subjects=newspapers-magazines-journals&audience=
https://libwww.freelibrary.org/blog/post/3297


Historical News Databases

Access nearly 90 years of news written by and for African
Americans from the oldest continuously published daily Black
newspaper in the U.S.

The Philadelphia Tribune (1912-2001)

TO GET STARTED
Read this blog post

Access 10 of the most distinguished African American
newspapers in the United States
Search The Philadelphia Tribune (1912-2001), the Chicago
Defender (1910-1975), the Pittsburgh Courier (1911-2002), the New
York Amsterdam News (1922-1993), the Atlanta Daily Word (1931-
2003), The Baltimore Afro-American (1893-1988), the Los Angeles
Sentinel (1934-2005), the Michigan Chronicle (1936-2010), The
Norfolk Journal and Guide (1916-2003), and the Cleveland Call &
Post (1934-1991)

Read this blog post
Check out this resource guide

Historical Newspapers - Black Newspapers

TO GET STARTED

Access current and historical news sources for school projects, essays, and book
reports and use our built-in citation tools.
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Search and browse the full text of the Philadelphia Inquirer
as published from 1860-2001

Philadelphia Inquirer Digital Archive 

TO GET STARTED
Follow this link

https://libwww.freelibrary.org/blog/post/4300
https://libwww.freelibrary.org/blog/post/4300
https://media2.proquest.com/documents/hnp-blacknewspapers-brochure.pdf
https://libwww.freelibrary.org/databases/index.cfm?subjects=newspapers-magazines-journals&audience=


eBooks with No Wait Ever

Discover this nonfiction series for middle readers that answers kids'
questions about the state of the natural world, resource
sustainability, and how to be global citizens
Explore the teacher guide, which includes introductions to 14
Footprints titles with ideas on how to use the books with a variety
of activities to support students' learning. 

Follow this link
Check out the teacher guide (teacher guide may have a wait time)

Orca Footprints

TO GET STARTED

Dive into short early chapter books aimed at readers between
ages 7-9, reading on the second-grade level

Follow this link
Check out these teacher guides

Orca Echos

TO GET STARTED

Find engaging, at-level chapter books, aimed at readers between
ages 8-11, that are ideal for lit circles and independent reading

Follow this link
Check out these teacher guides

Orca Young Readers

TO GET STARTED

Read these ebooks on your own, with a group, or as part of an assignment.
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Orca eBooks via OverDrive

https://freelibrary.overdrive.com/search/series?query=Orca+Footprints&sortBy=newlyadded
https://freelibrary.overdrive.com/media/4338128
https://freelibrary.overdrive.com/media/4338128
https://freelibrary.overdrive.com/search/series?query=Orca+Echoes&sortBy=newlyadded
https://www.orcabook.com/Orca-Echoes.aspx
https://freelibrary.overdrive.com/search/series?query=Orca+Young+Readers&sortBy=newlyadded
https://www.orcabook.com/Orca-Young-Readers.aspx


eBooks with No Wait Ever
Read these ebooks on your own, with a group, or as part of an assignment.
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Learn more about the history of the residential school system in
Canada
Explore the impacts still being felt by Survivors and their families,
through education, awareness, and increased understanding
Follow acclaimed Indigenous author Monique Gray Smith, to learn
about the lives of Survivors and listen to allies who are putting the
findings of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission into action

Follow this link
Check out the teacher guide (teacher guide may have a wait time)

Speaking Our Truth

TO GET STARTED

Find award-winning books for teens reading at all levels
Learn more about these titles:

Away Running Teacher Guide
Seven Bundle: Seven the Series 7-book Bundle
Off the Rim Teacher Guide
Retribution Trilogy Teacher Guides: Burned, Exposed, and
Unleashed

Follow this link

Orca Books for Teens

TO GET STARTED

Orca eBooks via OverDrive

https://freelibrary.overdrive.com/media/3390003
https://freelibrary.overdrive.com/media/4193329
https://freelibrary.overdrive.com/media/4193329
https://freelibrary.overdrive.com/media/4193329
https://www.orcabook.com/Assets/PDFs/Guides/awayrunning.pdf
https://www.orcabook.com/Assets/PDFs/Guides/awayrunning.pdf
https://orcabook.com/seven/
https://orcabook.com/seven/
https://www.orcabook.com/Assets/PDFs/Guides/offtherim.pdf
https://www.orcabook.com/Assets/PDFs/Guides/offtherim.pdf
https://www.orcabook.com/Assets/PDFs/Guides/retribution-burned.pdf
https://www.orcabook.com/Assets/PDFs/Guides/retribution-exposed.pdf
https://www.orcabook.com/Assets/PDFs/Guides/retribution-unleashed.pdf
https://freelibrary.overdrive.com/library/teens/search/publisherId?query=1971&sortBy=newlyadded


eBooks and Audiobooks
with No Wait Ever
Read and listen to these ebooks and audiobooks on your own or with a group
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Explore over 700 nonfiction ebooks for K-12 & college students
with no checkouts or holds and unlimited downloads
Access accurate information on science, literature, history, social
science, and more

Check out this resource guide
Access this resource at freelibrary.org/ehomework

Gale eBooks

TO GET STARTED

Dive into more than 3,500 classic fiction and nonfiction ebooks
and audiobooks including Little Women, Alice in Wonderland, The
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, and Frankenstein

Follow this link

Duke Classics

TO GET STARTED

Listen to new and noteworthy audiobooks for kids 

Follow this link

Audiobooks for Kids and Teens

and teens 

TO GET STARTED

Read new and noteworthy ebooks for kids 

Follow this link

eBooks for Kids and Teens

and teens 

TO GET STARTED

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b8B7_IBub-JWwZkeZguSQnp98T_F76yT/view?usp=sharing
https://libwww.freelibrary.org/databases/index.cfm?subjects=homework-help-study-aids&audience=
https://freelibrary.overdrive.com/collection/1106138?sortBy=mostpopular&breakpoint=eyJTb3J0cyI6W3siU29ydFR5cGUiOjMsIk1pblNjb3JlIjowLjAsIlN0cmluZ1ZhbHVlIjoiMCIsIkRvdWJsZVZhbHVlIjowLjAsIkRhdGUiOiIwMDAxLTAxLTAxVDAwOjAwOjAwWiJ9XSwiR2xvYmFsUG9wdWxhcml0eSI6MCwiVGl0bGVJZCI6NDEyODUzOX0%3D
https://freelibrary.overdrive.com/collection/1056471?maturityLevel=juvenile&maturityLevel=youngadult&sortBy=random&format=audiobook-mp3
https://freelibrary.overdrive.com/collection/1056471?maturityLevel=juvenile&maturityLevel=youngadult&sortBy=random&format=ebook-overdrive


eBooks and Audiobooks
with No Wait Ever
Read and listen to these ebooks and audiobooks on your own or with a group
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Enjoy animated stories paired with nonfiction ebooks aimed at
children in PreK to third grade
Access accurate information on science, literature, history, social
science, and more

Check out this resource guide
Access this resource at freelibrary.org/digitalmedia

BookFlix

TO GET STARTED

Listen along to over 250 animated, talking picture books
Find books in English, Spanish, and French

Check out this resource guide
Access this resource at freelibrary.org/digitalmedia

TumbleBooks

TO GET STARTED

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SaPaZlRkYg0-BoKpS35dXZfr2__UWrZE/view?usp=sharing
https://libwww.freelibrary.org/databases/featured.cfm?subjects=digital-media
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v4YVbRxSmCh4l3g7jJ0rrCORN_R5dGDY/view?usp=sharing
https://libwww.freelibrary.org/databases/featured.cfm?subjects=digital-media


This guide was created by Jamie Bowers, Electronic Resources Library Coordinator
August 2020 


