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A global leader in
pre-K–12 education technology

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Feel free to add your about me slide to get started.
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Our mission
“To accelerate learning for all children 
and adults of all ability levels and ethnic 
and social backgrounds, worldwide.”
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Resources and Support

Star Help

• Live Chat
• Phone: 800-338-4204
• Email: support@renaissance.com

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These resources are available to help you if you have any questions. Live Chat is accessed directly from the Renaissance platform. Look for the headset in the upper right corner of the screen that says “Live Chat.”

mailto:support@renaissance.com
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Commonly Asked Questions
• Where can I find the Educator Resources?

• All pretest instructions are located on our website at 
https://www.renaissance.com/renaissance-everywhere. Select Educator 
Resources > Star Assessment > Teacher Guide

• Is the test timed?
• The Star assessment has time limits for each question. This is done to 

keep the student moving along. Your building administrator can extend the 
time limit if a student requires this due to their IEP.

• What is the monitor password?
• Your district will share the monitor password with you prior to the first 

screening window.
• When are my students required to take the Star assessment?

• Your fall screening window begins on September 14th and is required for all 
students in grades 6 through 12, in both reading and math. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These questions were the most commonly asked questions form the district that came after watching the remote video. 

https://www.renaissance.com/renaissance-everywhere
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Renaissance-U and Smart Start

Username is your @philasd.org email address
Password – Welcome1 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To access Ren-U, log into your Renaissance account. In the bottom right corner, you will see a Renaissance-U tab. Once there, you can access your account by using your @philasd.org email address, with the password Welcome1.Ren-U and SmartStart are great resources for you to use when working with staff in your building. Only the Champions will have access to Ren-U, but everyone does have access to SmartStart. 

https://www.renaissance-u.com/#/public-dashboard
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Setting Goals

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How to access Goal Setting – Select Star Math or Reading > Manage Goals and Benchmarks > Set a Goal
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Setting Goals

• For Type of Goal, 
select Math or 
Reading, along 
with SGP.

• For Goal start and 
end dates, select 
the school year.

• Select the 
Enterprise Test 
only for student 
activity. 

• Select a Moderate 
goal (50SGP)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Select your class > Type of Goal (Reading or Math) > SGPStart and End date should be your school year. Name the goal “SGP Year Long.”Star Reading Enterprise Test and a Moderate goal.Click Apply
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Goal types
Measures student performance and progress as compared to…

Scaled Score the Star scale

Percentile Rank grade-level peers nationwide

SGP academic peers—students in the same grade with 
similar score history—nationwide 

Within the Renaissance Growth Platform, we have three different 
options when it comes to setting goals for students. 

Setting Goals

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The district will be using SGP, with a moderate goal of 50. This should be set for all students for the school year (September 2 – June 11). We will discuss what SGP is and how it is calculated in our next session. The next slide gives basic information on SGP.
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What is Student Growth Percentile?
Let’s check the help files

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Description on what SGP is and how it is measured. 
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Goal levels
Moderate 
SGP 50

Students achieving these goals will have a level of 
growth higher than 50%, 65%, or 75% of their 

academic peers.

Moderately Ambitious
SGP 65
Ambitious
75 SGP

Setting goals in Star Assessments

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are the descriptions of the type of goals you can set for SGP. You have 3 options: 50, 65, or 75. The moderate goal of 50 is right in the middle of Typical Growth for a student. 
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How does Star fit into RTI?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There will be future pd on progress monitoring after the first screening window is completed.Reason for mentioning progress monitoring is because last year Star was only used as a screener. We want to make sure that they understand that it will be use for progress monitoring this year as well. 



©Copyright 2020 Renaissance Learning Inc. All rights reserved.        15©Copyright 2020 Renaissance Learning Inc. All rights reserved.        15

4 Grouping Students and the Planner
How do we use Star data to drive instruction?

1

2

3

Ren-U and Smart Start

Q&A for Remote Administration

Setting Goals

Agenda



©Copyright 2020 Renaissance Learning Inc. All rights reserved.        16

Considerations When Grouping Students

• Will you plan instruction for the 
whole class or for small groups?

• How many groups makes sense 
to manage?

• Group students with a similar 
scaled scored. Try to keep the 
range within 100 scaled score 
points.
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How to Group your Students

From your Record Book, select
Manage Groups

Then select Create New Groups

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How to group your students. This should be done after they complete their first Star Assessment. The reason for this is because the system will automatically group students based on their performance. You do have the option to make changes though. 
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How to Group your Students

Next, select your class, subject, Star Enterprise for scale, and District Benchmark.
Then click Create Groups. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Select your class, subject, scale (always select Star Enterprise), and district benchmark. 
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How to Group your Students
Students will be 
automatically grouped 
based on their most 
recent Star assessment.

You can change the 
group names, as well as 
move students into 
different groups.

You can also click add to 
have a total of 10 
different groups.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can create up to 10 groups. You also have the option to change the names of the student groups. To move students from one group to another, just click the button under the appropriate number, then deselect the old group number. 
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Questions to ask
• How do you know how your 

students are performing 
academically?

• How do you know what 
students are ready to learn 
next?

• How do you differentiate 
learning for students?

• How do you find assignments 
and resources that will 
support student learning?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask these questions to lead into the report and planner.
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With insight based on 
student data, 

educators can plan 
targeted instruction 

and accelerate 
learning.

Data

Information

Insight

Action
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Instructional Planning – Student Report

Intensive Intervention

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An example of the Instructional Planning Report. �You see the most recent data, the projected data (this is their end of school year projected score based on a 50 SGP. This is automatically there for you to see.), and some other data points below. Please ignore the Growth Score. This is not the same as an SGP. This data point is going to be removed from this report. It is typically used for psychometricians. 
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Instructional Planning – Class Report

Intensive Intervention

Swoop, A.

A School Somewhere

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Instructional Planning Class report lets you run the same type of report as the Student one, except you can select the specific groups that you created for your students. You will be able to see common Focus Skills in their learning progression. The data you see on the Class/Group report are all combine data points for the group.
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Suggested Skills and Focus Skills

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Both Instructional Planning Student and Class report will provide you with Suggested Skills and Focus Skills for the students. They are broken down to the specific standards, as well as what grade level the skill is taught at (indicated by the black oval to the left of the skill). You can use these reports for individual or small group instruction. 
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Instructional Planning Report
The Instructional Planning Report features

• Student level and class level reports 

• Visual bar graph indication most 
recent score and the end of year 
projected score

• Suggested Skills identify which skills 
students are ready to learn next

• Focus Skills identify most critical 
skills to learn at each grade-level 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Review of the reports
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Breakout Room
Teaching Your Students

• What insights did you gain from 
looking at the Instructional 
Planning Reports?

• How can you use those insights to 
help your students grow?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Breakout Room for discussion
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Closing Learning Gaps
With Focus Skills

More info available at www.renaissance.com/focus-skills/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From here, go into demo site and show how to access the Planner. Demo how to set up assignments. Take a Focus Skill from the site for a grade between 6 – 12, and search for that specific skill in the planner. 

http://www.renaissance.com/focus-skills/
http://www.renaissance.com/focus-skills/


When setting up a new lesson plan, 
you will have the option to assign this 
to your whole class, or groups that 
you have created. This will appear in 
the “Change Students” box.

You can select Reading or Math, as 
well as the specific week you would 
like to assign the plan. 

From your home screen, select the Planner 
button. This will bring you to a new screen 
where you have the option to create a new plan. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How to use the Planner.



Learning 
progression aligned 
to state standards, 
using scaled score as 
the entry point. 

Focus Skills: The most 
critical skills for a student 
to learn for success at 
grade level and to progress 
in subsequent grades.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here you can search by Recommendation, Domain, or Content. If you search by Recommendation, the system will take the group that you selected and find their common learning progression with recommended skills.If you search by Domain, you have access to K – 12 standards in both math and reading. You are not limited to just the grade you teach. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you select the assignment, you can then select which day you would like your student to see this work appear. When using a Practice, if you click Preview, a new window will open up. From here, you have the option to save this as a pdf. You can the upload that file to Google Classroom if that is something you use. The only assignments that will be graded for you, are the Skill Checks. Those are taken in the Renaissance platform.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Final summary of your weekly plan. You can make any adjustments here. Click Create Assignments to complete. 
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Ren-U and SmartStart

• Log into Ren-U by going to 
www.renaissance-u.com

Username is your philasd.org email
Password is Welcome1

• Look for the course on Goal Setting

• Look in SmartStart for instruction on 
how to group students

http://www.renaissance-u.com/
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Resources and support

Star Help

• Live Chat
• Phone: 800-338-4204
• Email: support@renaissance.com

mailto:support@renaissance.com
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Thank you!

©Copyright 2020 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved. 

All logos, designs, and brand names for Renaissance products and services are trademarks of Renaissance 
Learning, Inc., and its subsidiaries, registered, common law, or pending registration in the United States.

Please make sure that you log your attendance using this link:

This is required for the district to log you Act 48 Hours!

https://forms.gle/kHRSHL1aZ9vMPBsAA
This will be copied into the chat

https://forms.gle/kHRSHL1aZ9vMPBsAA
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Thank you!

©Copyright 2020 Renaissance Learning, Inc. All rights reserved. 

All logos, designs, and brand names for Renaissance products and services are trademarks of Renaissance 
Learning, Inc., and its subsidiaries, registered, common law, or pending registration in the United States.

Presenter –
Renaissance Project Manager – Greg Meluson
Email – greg.meluson@renaissance.com

starassessment@philasd.org
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