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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Viva Environmental, Health, & Safety, LLC. (Viva EHS), was requested to perform oversight of the 
Lead-Based Paint (LBP) and Plaster Stabilization activities for James Rhoads Elementary School 
located 4901 Parrish Street, Philadelphia, PA 19139. The purpose of the oversight was to ensure 
compliance with EPA Renovation, Repair, and Painting Program Final Rule (40 CFR Part 745) (RRP 
Rule) regulations and work safe practices during paint and plaster stabilization activities. “Paint and 
Plaster Stabilization” is a term that describes the process of removing loose, peeling, flaking and 
damaged LBP and plaster under controlled conditions by EPA-certified renovators.  

 
Alexis Johnson, an EPA-certified Lead Dust Sampling Technician and Lead Renovator with Viva 
EHS, performed the oversight on March 28, 2022 – April 6, 2022.  

The paint and plaster stabilization project involved the removal and stabilization of all damaged LBP 
surfaces in order to achieve “lead-safe” status at the school. Quantities of damaged LBP were 
identified during a prior LBP assessment of the school.  

Viva EHS’ personnel performed a final visual inspection of all of the work areas prior to the 
collection of EPA RRP cleaning verification wipes. EPA RRP verification wipe testing was 
performed in each work area following completion of paint and plaster stabilization to ensure areas 
were properly cleaned and stabilized.  
 
Dust wipe testing was performed in “child-occupied areas” on approximately 10% of surfaces 
considered “clean” following the use of RRP verification wipes. “Child-occupied areas” include 
classrooms, restrooms, cafeterias, gymnasiums, and auditoriums that are routinely used by children 
six (6) years of age and under (i.e. children in pre-kindergarten through 1st grade).  
 
Dust wipes collected during the project were submitted for laboratory analysis via Flame Atomic 
Absorption Spectrophotometry (Flame AAS). Flame AAS samples were submitted to International 
Asbestos Testing Laboratories (iATL) in Mount Laurel Township, NJ for laboratory analysis.  
 
Paint and plaster stabilization spreadsheets, Flame AAS laboratory analytical results, and copies of 
inspector / worker RRP certifications can be found in the attachments of the report.  

 
2.0 CONCLUSIONS 

 
Based on the results of RRP verification wipe testing and dust wipe testing, the work areas 
throughout the school have been properly cleaned and stabilized for re-occupancy. Flame AAS 
samples collected during the project did not contain lead contaminated dust in excess of EPA lead 
dust clearance levels. The EPA’s clearance levels are 10 micrograms (µg) of lead in dust per square 
foot (ft2) for floor dust and 100 µg/ft2 for window sill dust. 
 
All requirements have been met for a Philadelphia Department of Health - Certification of School 
Lead Safe Status. The certification can be found in the attachments of the report.  
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3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Any painted surface that has any concentration of lead should not be sanded, demolished or disturbed 
without the proper engineering controls and work methods, as spelled out under the OSHA’s 29 CFR 
Part 1926.62 Lead Exposure in Construction, Interim Rule. Improper disturbance of any paint with 
lead content can cause lead to become airborne. The emphasis on controlling lead dust derives from 
the conclusion that lead dust appears to be the primary route of exposure to lead, especially of low-
level exposure. 
 
It is therefore important that occupants of the building and any contractors be made aware of the 
presence of the lead-based paint and the potential health risks associated with the ingestion of lead-
based paint or the associated dust that results from the damaging of the painted surfaces.  
 
Occupants and/or contractors should also be made aware of the importance of not damaging the 
painted surfaces and creating loose and flaking paint or the creation of dust. If the painted surfaces are 
damaged this should be reported to the proper building representative/maintenance personnel to 
properly correct the problem to prevent an increased exposure potential.  

 
Within the attached spreadsheets, walls are labeled as “1”, “2”, “3”, or “4”.  The wall that you enter 
the room through is labeled as “1” Wall.  The walls are then labeled in a clockwise fashion as “2” 
Wall, “3” Wall, and “4” Wall.  For hallways, the front entrance-side of the building is considered the 
“1” Wall.  
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