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Davidson, Tish. African American 
Scientists and inventors. Philadelphia: 
Mason Crest, 2013.  Sketches ranging 
from a few sentences to a few 
paragraphs showcase widely known 
African Americans, such as George 
Washington Carver, as well as lesser-
known achievers, such as computer 
scientist Paul Williams.  
 
Bryant, Jen. A Splash of Red: The Life 
and Art of Horace Pippin. Knopf Books, 
2013. As a child in the late 1800s, Horace 
Pippin loved to draw. He drew pictures for 
his sisters, his classmates, his co-
workers. Even during W.W.I, Horace filled 
his notebooks with drawings from the 
trenches . . . until he was shot. 
 
Dahl, Roald. The BFG. Penguin Books, 
1982. The BFG is no ordinary bone-
crunching giant. He is far too nice and 
jumbly. It's lucky for Sophie that he is. 
Had she been carried off in the middle of 
the night by the Bloodbottler, or any of the 
other giants—rather than the BFG—she 
would have soon become breakfast. �  

 
 
 

Konigsburg, E.L. The View from 
Saturday. Athenum Books for Young 
Readers, 1996. Take four sixth graders; 
combine them as the Epiphany School 
team for Academic Bowl; add one 
paraplegic teacher. Stir them with 
Konigsburg's masterful hand and you have 
an ingenious story.  
 
Huey, Lois Miner. Ick! Yuck! Ew!: Our 
Gross American History. Lerner 
Publishing Group, 2013. In history class, 
you've studied people who lived long ago. 
But do you know just how gross daily life 
was in the United States around the time of 
the American Revolution? People rarely 
bathed. They didn't wash most of their 
clothes regularly. Their teeth were rotting. 
Hop in a time machine and travel back to 
June 1770 in the pages of this book! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lin, Grace. The Year of the Dog: A Novel 
New York: Little, Brown, 2006.  Frustrated 
at her seeming lack of talent for anything, a 
young Taiwanese American girl sets out to 
apply the lessons of the Chinese Year of 
the Dog, those of making best friends and 
finding oneself, to her own life. 
 
Grabenstein, Chris.  Escape from Mr. 
Lemoncello’s Library.1968. Twelve year 
old Kyle gets to stay overnight in the new 
town library, designed by his hero (the 
famous gamemaker Luigi Lemoncello), 
with other students but finds that come 
morning he must work with friends to solve  
puzzles in order to escape. 
 
Bass, Hester. Seeds of Freedom: The 
Peaceful Integration of Huntsville, 
Alabama. Candlewick Press, 2015. 
Mention the Civil Rights era in Alabama, 
and most people recall images of terrible 
violence. But something different was 
happening in Huntsville. For the citizens of 
that city, creativity, courage, and 
cooperation were the keys to working 
together to integrate their city and schools 
in peace � 

 
 

Woodson, Jacqueline. Brown Girl 
Dreaming. Nancy Paulsen Books, 2014. 
Raised in South Carolina and New York, 
Woodson always felt halfway home in 
each place. In vivid poems, she shares 
what it was like to grow up as an African 
American living with the remnants of Jim 
Crow and her growing awareness of the 
Civil Rights movement. � 
 
Blume, Judy. Freckle Juice. Four Winds 
Press, 1971. A hilarious story about 
wanting to be different. The main 
character, Andrew Marcus, will do just 
about anything to have freckles like his 
classmate Nicky Lane. When a classmate 
offers to sell Andrew a recipe for a 
concoction called "freckle juice", he wants 
some immediately. 
 
Coville, Bruce. Diary of a Mad Brownie. 
Random House, 2015. Angus is a 
brownie. No, not the kind you eat! He’s a 
tiny magical creature that loves to do 
chores. Angus has just “inherited” a new 
human girl, Alex. She’s a total hurricane-
like disaster—and she likes it that way, 
thank you very much! Living with each 
other isn’t easy but Angus and Alex soon 
learn there is a curse that binds them.� 
 
Swanson, Diane. Burp!: The Most 
Interesting Book You'll Ever Read 
About Eating.  Kids Can Press, 2001. 
The stomach grumbles, growls, and 
roars. The curious will finally discover 
what causes those noisy rumbles, what 
food is made of, how the body breaks it 
down, how sight and smell affect taste 
and many more incredible facts to digest. 
 
Berger, Gilda & Marvin. Did You Invent 
the Phone All Alone, Alexander 
Graham Bell? Scholastic, 2007. An 
educational and entertaining biography of 
Alexander Graham Bell, inventor of the 
telephone. His life as inventor, scientist, 
and teacher is clearly told in a question-
and-answer format, and complemented 
by a mix of photographs and illustrations. 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Craighead George, Jean. The Eagles 
are Back. Dial Books, 2013. The 
American bald eagle, the national symbol 
of the United States, was once 
dangerously near to extinction. With the 
help of dedicated volunteers and decades 
of hard work, the eagle population made 
a dramatic comeback. This moving 
picture book tells the story of one boy 
who helped in the hatching of an eaglet.  
 
Thomas, Peggy. For the Birds: The Life 
of Roger Tory Peterson.  Boyds Mills 
Press, 2011.  Children who may feel that 
their fascination with the natural world 
puts them out of the mainstream will love 
this book. It's not the average biography. 
Young Roger Tory Peterson scrapes 
through a variety of youthful adventures. 
"Sit–at–your–desk school" isn't his thing. 
But outside, he watched, drew, and 
listened...to every "chirp, whistle and trill." 
 
Barnett, Mac and Scieska, Jon.  Battle 
Bunny.  Simon and Schuster, 
2013.  When Alex gets a silly, sappy 
picture book called Birthday Bunny, he 
picks up a pencil and turns it into 
something he'd like to read: Battle Bunny. 
An adorable rabbit's journey through the 
forest becomes a secret mission to 
unleash an evil plan--a plan that only Alex 
can stop.� 
 
White, E.B. Charlotte’s Web. Harper and 
Brothers, 1952.  This beloved book by E. 
B. White is a classic of children's 
literature that is "just about perfect." 
Some Pig. Humble. Radiant. These are 
the words in Charlotte's Web, high up in 
Zuckerman's barn. Charlotte's spiderweb 
tells of her feelings for a little pig named 
Wilbur, who simply wants a friend. They 
also express the love of a girl named 
Fern, who saved Wilbur's life when he 
was born the runt of his litter. � 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Viorst, Judith & Smith, Lane.  Lulu and the 
Brontosaurus.  New York: Atheneum 
Books for Young Readers, 2010. 
Lulu’s parents refuse to give in when she 
demands a brontosaurus for her birthday 
and so she sets out to find her own, but 
while the brontosaurus she finally meets 
approves of pets, he does not intend to be 
Lulu’s  

Tang, Greg.  The Grapes of 
Math.  Scholastic Paperbacks, 2004.  The 
Grapes of Math will challenge all kids — 
and parents, too — to open their minds and 
solve problems in new and unexpected 
ways. By looking for patterns, symmetries, 
and familiar number combinations displayed 
within eye-catching pictures, math will 
become easier and quicker than anyone 
could have ever imagined! 
 
Stone, Tanya Lee. Courage has No Color: 
The True Story of the Triple Nickles: 
America's first Black paratroopers. 
Candlewick Press, 2013. Tanya Lee Stone 
examines the role of African Americans in 
the military through the history of the Triple 
Nickles, America’s first black paratroopers, 
who fought in a little-known attack on the 
American West by the Japanese. � 
 
 
Grimes, Nikki. Words with Wings. 
WordSong, 2013.  Gabby daydreams to 
tune out her parents' arguments, but when 
her parents divorce and she begins a new 
school, daydreaming gets her into trouble. 
Her mother scolds her for it, her teacher 
keeps telling her to pay attention, and the 
other kids tease her...until she finds a friend 
who also daydreams and her teacher 
decides to work a daydreaming-writing 
session into every school day. � 

 
DiCamillo, Kate and K.G.  Flora and 
Ulysses: The Illuminated Adventures. 
(First ed.). Somerville, Mass.: Candlewick 
Press, 2013.  Holy unanticipated 
occurrences!   A cynic meets an unlikely 
superhero in a genre breaking new novel by 
master storyteller Kate DiCamillo. � 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fritz, Jean. Homesick. G.P. Putnam's 
Sons, 1982. Born in China of American 
parents, young Jean feels torn between 
her homesickness for the America of her 
grandmother’s letters and the devout love 
she feels for the Chinese culture. � 
 
Pincus, Greg. The Homework Strike. 
Scholastic, 2017. Middle schooler 
Gregory thinks the homework load is just 
too much. Despite wanting to do well in 
school, he is appalled at how much time 
he and his friends are spending on 
homework. He decides to make a point 
and go on a homework strike. Will he end 
up changing the system? 
 
Williams-Garcia. Ill, Rita. Clayton Byrd 
Goes Underground. Amistad/ 
HarperCollins, 2017. Clayton Byrd, a 
young aspiring bluesman, idolized Cool 
Papa Byrd and is always asking him: 
When can he play with the Bluesmen? 
The special relationship between 
grandfather, Cool Papa Byrd, and 
grandson, Clayton Byrd, is felt from start 
to finish of this beautiful story.� 
 
Dorris, Michael. Morning Girl. Hyperion 
Books for Children, 1992. This lyrical look 
at pre-Columbian Taino culture stresses 
the bonds of family, and behavioral 
changes involved in growing up, and 
raises the issue of culture differences in a 
powerful way. 
 
Armstrong, Jennifer, illustrator Roth, 
Roger. The American Story: 100 True 
Tales from American History. Random 
House, 2006 This book tells stories drawn 
from the archives of American historical 
events. Its 100 short tales recount in 
cogent and chronological order stories of 
courage, struggle, discovery and freedom 
that shaped the American experience. 
 
Hill, L. C., & Taylor, T. (2013). When the 
Beat was Born: DJ Kool Herc and the 
Creation of Hip Hop. Roaring Brook 
Press.  From his childhood in Jamaica to 
his youth in the Bronx, here's how Kool 
Herc came to be a DJ, how kids in gangs 
stopped fighting to breakdance, and how 
the music he invented went on to define a 
culture and transform the world. � 
 

Let’s Read! 
Summer Reading is necessary for 

children to continue using good literacy 
practices beyond school. It’s also a great 
way to spend time together! Many of the 

titles on the list are available to borrow for 
free at the Philadelphia Free Library. 

Check the website at  www.freelibrary.org  
for locations, book title availability, and 

other great summer programs for 
children. 

 

Set aside a time for reading each day, 
and be consistent. Choose a time that 
works best with your schedule. 

Help your child choose books that are on 
his or her level, and that they have an 
interest in.  

Read together, and read aloud! Children 
often become better readers when they 
hear others read aloud. 

Take books along on outings, trips, or to 
daycare. Children love to share what they 
are reading with others, and this creates 
opportunities to enhance speaking and 
listening skills along with more chances to 
read. 

Reading and writing go hand in hand, so 
encourage your child to write about the 
books they have read. A reading journal 
is a great way to track what was read, 
and to practice writing. 

HAVE FUN! Reading for enjoyment is a 
wonderful hobby. Let’s keep our children 

engaged in literacy all summer! 

 

Summer Reading 
Tips 


