
Randall, Munroe.  What If?  Serious Answers to 
Absurd Hypothetical Questions (Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt, 2014).  If there was a robot apocalypse, how 
long would humanity last? In pursuit of answers, Munroe 
runs computer simulations, pores over stacks of 
declassified military research memos, and consults with 
nuclear reactor operators. His responses are 
masterpieces of clarity and hilarity.  
 
Smith, Mike. Warnings: The True Story of How 
Science Tamed the Weather (Greenleaf Book Group 
Press, 2010).  Experience the most devastating storms 
of the last fifty years through the eyes of the scientific 
visionaries who took them on and tamed them. The 
struggle to understand nature's fury provides fascinating 
insights into the natural forces that shape our world, and 
the turbulent politics that influence the scientific 
establishment.  
 
Dumas, Alexandre. The Count of Monte Cristo 
(Penguin Classics, 2003). The classic story of an 
innocent man wrongly, but deliberately, imprisoned and 
his brilliant strategy for revenge against those who 
betrayed him.  
 
Asher, Jay. Thirteen Reasons Why (Penguin Books, 
2007). When Hannah Baker commits suicide, she leaves 
behind thirteen cassette tapes to those she feels 
contributed to her decision to end her life. Clay finds the 
box of tapes, and as he starts listening to Hannah and 
his heartrending night begins.  
  
Roach, Mary.  Packing for Mars: The Curious Science 
of Life in the Void. (New York: W.W). In a fun style, 
Roach describes the nitty-gritty of how we got into space. 
She includes hysterical anecdotes and comments from 
past astronauts and cosmonauts regarding the daily 
details they experienced.  

 
Niven, Jennifer. All Bright Places. (Knopf, 2015). 
Theodore Finch is fascinated by death, and he constantly 
thinks of ways he might kill himself. But each time, 
something good, no matter how small, stops him.  
  
Renteria, Robert. From the Barrio to the Board Room 
(Writers of the Round Table Press, 2008).  Robert 
Renteria's shares his journey from East L.A. and gang 
and drug life to becoming VP of a publicly traded 
company, owner of his own businesses and now his 
work as a civic leader, empowering our nation's youth to 
stay in school, out of gangs and off drugs.  
 

Cormier, Robert. The Chocolate War. (Random House 
Inc., 2012).  The Chocolate War made its debut in 1974, 
and quickly became a bestselling—and provocative—
classic for young adults. This chilling portrait of an all-
boys prep school casts an unflinching eye on the pitfalls 
of conformity and corruption in our most elite cultural 
institutions.  
 
Schlosser, Eric.  Fast Food Nation the Dark Side of the 
All-American Meal (Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt, 
2001).  One out of four Americans opts for a quick and 
cheap meal at a fast-food restaurant, without giving 
either its speed or its thriftiness a second thought.  Eric 
Schlosser, an award-winning journalist, wants you to 
know why those French-fries taste so good and "what 
really lurks between those sesame-seed buns."  
 
Jiménez, Francisco.  The Circuit: Stories from the Life 
of a Migrant Child (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1999). 
This is an autobiographical novel detailing the author’s 
journey from Mexico to the United States of America. 
The book follows the life of young Panchito and his 
family as they move from one location to another to 
harvest crops in the United States.  
 
Dick, Phillip K. Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? 
(Doubleday, 1968). By 2021, the World War had killed 
millions, driving entire species into extinction and 
sending mankind off-planet. Those who remained 
coveted any living creature, even humans.  Companies 
built incredibly realistic humans. Rick Deckard is an 
officially sanctioned bounty hunter whose job was to find 
rogue androids, and to retire them. But cornered, 
androids tended to fight back, with deadly results.  
 
Wright, Richard. Black Boy. (Harper, 1998). Black Boy is 
a classic of American autobiography, a subtly crafted 
narrative of Richard Wright's journey from innocence to 
experience in the Jim Crow South. An enduring story of 
one young man's coming of age during a particular time 
and place, Black Boy remains a seminal text in our 
history about what it means to be a man, black, and 
Southern in America.  

 
Roberts, Alice.  The Complete 
Human Body. (Dorling 
Kindersley, 2010). This book 
looks at the human body from 
many perspectives. Big and 
detailed, this ambitious volume 

examines human evolution, anatomy, function, 
reproduction, and disease in an orderly, up-to-the-minute 
visual format.  

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Some books may contain graphic content in the form of 
themes, language, violence, and/or explicit sexual 
content: 
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Meyer, Melissa.  Cinder.  (Square Fish, 2013). Humans 
and androids crowd the raucous streets of New Beijing. 
A deadly plague ravages the population. From space, a 
ruthless lunar people watch, waiting to make their move. 
No one knows that Earth's fate hinges on one girl, 
Cinder, a gifted mechanic, and a cyborg.  
 
AIvarez, Julia. How the Garcia Girls Lost Their 
Accents (Algonquin, 1991).  The Garcia sisters and their 
family must flee their home in the Dominican Republic 
after their father’s role in an attempt to overthrow a 
tyrannical dictator is discovered.  In the U.S.A., their 
parents try to hold on to their old ways, but the girls try 
find new lives: by forgetting their Spanish, by 
straightening their hair and wearing fringed bell bottoms.  
How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents sets the sisters 
free to tell their most intimate stories about how they 
came to be at home and not at home in America.  
 
Myers, Walter Dean. Black Boy (Harper Collins, 2001).  
Walter was quick-tempered and physically strong, 
always ready for a fight.  Yet, he aspired to be a writer 
and hoped for a better future in Harlem. His hopes for a 
successful future diminished as he came to fully realize 
the class and racial struggles that surrounded him.  
 
Blumenthal, Karen. Steve Jobs: The Man Who 
Thought Different (Square Fish, 2012). Traces the 
inspiring life and career of the late founder of Apple, 
covering topics ranging from his struggles as an adopted 
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child to his inspirational Stanford University 
commencement speech.  
 
Whaley, John Corey.  Where Things Come Back 
(Books for Young Readers, 2011).  In the remarkable, 
bizarre, and heart-wrenching summer before Cullen 
senior year of high school, he is forced to examine 
everything. This extraordinary tale from a rare literary 
voice finds wonder in the ordinary and illuminates the 
hope of second chances.  
 
Dick, Phillip K. Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? 
(Doubleday, 1968). By 2021, the World War had killed 
millions, driving entire species into extinction and 
sending mankind off-planet. Those who remained 
coveted any living creature, even humans.  Companies 
built incredibly realistic humans. Rick Deckard is an 
officially sanctioned bounty hunter whose job was to find 
rogue androids, and to retire them. But cornered, 
androids tended to fight back, with deadly results.  
 
Picoult, Jodi. My Sister’s Keeper (Washington Square 
Press, 2005). Anna is not sick, but by age thirteen, she 
has undergone countless surgeries, transfusions, and 
shots so that her older sister, Kate, can somehow fight 
the leukemia that has plagued her since childhood. Like 
most teenagers, Anna is beginning to question who she 
is in life. Anna makes a decision that for most would be 
unthinkable, a decision that will tear her family apart and 
have perhaps fatal consequences for the sister she 
loves.  
 
Flack, Sophie. Bunheads. (Little, Brown, 2011). A young 
dancer must decide if she wants to continue to devote 
her whole life to ballet when a handsome musician 
enters the picture. The author danced with the New York 
City Ballet for nine years and gives the reader an 
authentic glimpse into the world of ballet.  
 
Paulson, Gary. Hatchet (Simon and Schuster, 2006). 
Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his 
father when the single-engine plane in which he is flying 
crashes. Suddenly, Brian finds himself alone in the 
Canadian wilderness with nothing but his tattered 
windbreaker and the hatchet his mother gave him as a 
present – and the dreadful secret that has been tearing 
him apart since his parent’s divorce.  
 
Green, John. The Fault in Our Stars (Penguin Books, 
2014). Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that 
has bought her a few years, Hazel has never been 
anything but terminal, her final chapter inscribed upon 
diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist named 

Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid 
Support Group, Hazel’s story is about to be completely 
rewritten.  
 
Green, John and David Levithan. Will Grayson, Will 
Grayson. 2010, Penguin. One cold night, in a most 
unlikely corner of Chicago, Will Grayson crosses paths 
with . . . Will Grayson. Two teens with the same name, 
running in two very different circles, suddenly find their 
lives going in new and unexpected directions, and 
culminating in epic turns-of-heart and the most fabulous 
musical ever to grace the high school stage. Told in 
alternating voices from two YA superstars, this 
collaborative novel features a double helping of the heart 
and humor that have won them both legions of fans.  
 
Yousafzai, Malala. I am Malala: The Girl Who Stood 
Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban. Little, 
Brown, and Co. 2015. When the Taliban took control of 
the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala 
Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right 
to an education. On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when 
she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She 
was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the 
bus home from school, and few expected her to survive. 
Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on 
an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in northern 
Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. 
At sixteen, she became a global symbol of peaceful 
protest and the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel 
Peace Prize. I AM MALALA is the remarkable tale of a 
family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' 
education, of a father who, himself a school owner, 
championed and encouraged his daughter to write and 
attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce 
love for their daughter in a society that prizes sons. I AM 
MALALA will make you believe in the power of one 
person's voice to inspire change in the world.  
 
Kephart, Beth. Going Over. Chronicle 2014. It is 
February 1983, and Berlin is a divided city with a miles-
long barricade separating east from west. But the city 
isn't the only thing that is divided. Ada lives among the 
rebels, punkers, and immigrants of Kreuzberg in West 

Berlin. Stefan lives in 
East Berlin, in a faceless 
apartment bunker of 
Friedrichshain. Bound by 
love and separated by 
circumstance, their only 
chance for a life together 
lies in a high-risk escape. 
But will Stefan find the 

courage to leap? Or will forces beyond his control stand 
in his way? National Book Award finalist Beth Kephart 
presents a story of daring and sacrifice in this three-
starred reviewed Junior Library Guild Selection and 
Booklist Top 10 Historical Fiction for Youth. 
PHILADELPHIA AUTHOR  
 
Wiesel, Elie. Night. Hill and Wang, 1972. Night is a work 
by Elie Wiesel about his experience with his father in the 
Nazi German concentration camps at Auschwitz and 
Buchenwald in 1944–1945, at the height of the Holocaust 
and toward the end of the Second World War. In just 
over 100 pages of sparse and fragmented narrative, 
Wiesel writes about the death of God and his own 
increasing disgust with humanity, reflected in the 
inversion of the father–child relationship as his father 
declines to a helpless state and Wiesel becomes his 
resentful teenage caregiver. Memoir.  
 
Dashner, James.  The Maze Runner. Random House 
Children's Books, 2009. The first book in a science-
fiction trilogy. Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes up with no 
memory in the middle of a maze. He quickly realizes that 
— if he is to escape — he must work with the community 
in which he finds himself.  
 
Condie, Ally.  Matched.  Speak, 2011.  Cassia has 
always trusted the Society to make the right choices for 
her: what to read, what to watch, what to believe. So 
when Xander's face appears on-screen at her Matching 
ceremony, Cassia knows he is her ideal mate . . . until 
she sees Ky Markham's face flash for an instant before 
the screen fades to black. The Society tells her it's a 
glitch, a rare malfunction, and that she should focus on 
the happy life she's destined to lead with Xander. But 
Cassia can't stop thinking about Ky, and as they slowly 
fall in love, Cassia begins to doubt the Society's 
infallibility and is faced with an impossible choice: 
between Xander and Ky, between the only life she's 
known and a path that no one else has dared to follow.  
 
Bacigalupi, Paolo. Ship Breaker. Little, Brown 2010. In 
America's Gulf Coast region, where grounded oil tankers 
are being broken down for parts, Nailer, a teenage boy, 
works the light crew, scavenging for copper wiring just to 
make quota--and hopefully live to see another day. But 
when, by luck or chance, he discovers an exquisite 
clipper ship beached during a recent hurricane, Nailer 
faces the most important decision of his life: Strip the 
ship for all it's worth or rescue its lone survivor, a 
beautiful and wealthy girl who could lead him to a better 
life.  
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
      
      
      
      
      
     
      
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


