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Subject: African American History  

Focus: The Politics of Enslavement 1787-1863 

Essential Question:  

What role did enslavement and White Supremacy play in the first century of the United State’s 

political decision-making?   

Was secession and the Civil War inevitable? 

 

Topic: Institutionalizing Slavery in the U.S. Constitution 

What are you learning:  
● Origins of slavery in the founding of the U.S. 
● Slavery clauses in the U.S. Constitution 
● Analysis of U.S. Constitution 

Background and Context: In the earliest days of America’s founding, the question of 
enslavement and freedom was at the forefront of political discourse. The question of 
enslavement, in particular, dominated many days of the Constitutional Convention, 
threatening to derail the drafting of the U.S. Constitution, several compromises were made on 
the topic of enslavement. During this reading activity students will speculate on the potential 
impact of the three “slavery clauses” on American economy and politics, as well as on the free 
and enslaved Africans throughout the nation.  
 
At the end of the reading and image analysis, you are encouraged to write a response to the 
focus question or to draw a representation of the potential impact of these clauses on Africans 
in America, American politics, and/or American economy.  

Questions for you to consider:  
● What are the potential benefits of counting some of the south’s enslaved population? 

Who benefits? 
● How might the 3/5th Clause increase the political power of the south?  
● The Constitution was drafted in 1787 and fully ratified in 1789, how might an enslaver 

or slave trader respond to the Slave Trade Clause between 1789 and 1808? 
● In what ways does the Fugitive Slave Clause expand the power of enslavers over the 

entire nation? 

Online Resources for Students: 
Video: the 3/5th Compromise  
Video: Slave Trade Clause in the U.S. Constitution 
Video: Fugitive Slave Clause 
Video: Slavery at the Constitutional Convention 

 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xBjMZ3u_WeM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8xuIYOJJle4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6TbRrVviY7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YowvnywyHuI
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Purpose for Reading/Focus Question: Based on the slavery clauses in the U.S. Constitution, how 

might/had slavery impacted free and enslaved Africans as well as American politics and economy in the 

18th and 19th century? 

Highlight new vocabulary and sections of the reading 
that...  

● stand out to you 
● relate to the Purpose for reading/Focus 

Question,  
● that evoke questions/thoughts/concerns in 

you.  

In the space below...  
● identify and define new vocabulary 
● write summaries of the reading  
● write your reactions to the reading 
● write how the section(s) relates to the 

Purpose for Reading/Focus Question.  

Article I, Section 2, Clause 3: The 3/5th Clause 

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be 

apportioned among the several States which may be 

included within this Union, according to their 

population, which shall be determined by adding to 

the whole number of free persons, including those 

bound to Service for a Term of Years, excluding 

Indians, and three fifths of all other Persons.  

 

Article I, Section 9, Clause 1: Slave Trade Clause 

The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any 
of the States now existing shall think proper to admit 
shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the 
Year 1808, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on 
such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each 
Person. 
 
Article IV, Section 2, Clause 3: Fugitive Slave 
Clause 
No Person held to Service or Labor in one State, 

under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, 

in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be 

discharged from such Service or Labor, but shall be 

delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such 

Service or Labor may be due. 

 
 
Apportioned: divided up, dispersed 
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Answer to Purpose for Reading: Based on the slavery clauses in the U.S. Constitution, how 
might/had slavery impacted free and enslaved Africans as well as American politics and 
economy in the 18th and 19th century? 
 
 
 

Quote from text that supports 
your answer  
(Cite the Evidence 

Summarize the quote 
(Restate/Paraphrase the 
Quote) 

In what ways does this excerpt 
support your answer? 
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Image Analysis: After reading and summarizing the slavery clauses in the U.S. Constitution, 
analyze the images below and identify which of the images relates to each of the clauses, be 
sure to justify your answer with examples from the text.    

 

This image relates to the ________________________ 
_________________ Clause, I know this _______________ 

because _______________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

 

This image relates to the ________________________ 
_________________ Clause, I know this _______________ 

because _______________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
_________________________________________    

 

This image relates to the ________________________ 
_________________ Clause, I know this _______________ 

because _______________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
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Write a response to the focus question or draw a representation of the potential impact of these 
clauses on Africans in America, American politics, and/or American economy: 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6 

Topic: America’s First 3 Presidents’ Views on Enslavement and White Supremacy 

What are you learning:  
● The views of Washington, Jefferson, and Adams on enslavement and/or the 

superiority/inferiority of the races. 
● Comparing and contrasting differing points of view 

  

Background and Context:  
Each of the first three presidents have gone on the record expressing their thoughts and 
opinions about enslavement, the people they have enslaved, and their perceived inferiority. In 
this multi-day reading and writing activity    

Questions for you to consider:  

Online Resources for Students: 

http://press-
pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/v1ch15s28.html                   
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2h66t.html   

http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/v1ch15s57.htl                

 

Focus Question: How are these views on slavery and White Supremacy similar and different from each 
other, and how do they reflect where the nation is headed over the question of enslavement? 

 
Define the underlined terms 
Take notes on the reading based on their relation to the focus question: 
 

Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia (excerpt) 
…The first difference that strikes us is that of color…whether it proceeds from the 
color of the blood, the color of the bile, or from that of some other secretion, the 
difference is fixed in nature…and is this difference of no importance?...comparing 
them by their faculties of memory, reason, and imagination, it appears to me, that in 
memory they are equal to whites; in reason much inferior…and that in imagination 
they are dull, tasteless, and anomalous 
 
…some have been liberally educated and all have lived in countries where the arts 
and sciences are cultivated to a considerable degree, and have had before their eyes 
samples of the best works from abroad…but never yet could I find that a black had 
uttered a thought above the level of plain narration…the improvement of the blacks 
in body and mind, in the first instance of their mixture with the whites, has been 
observed by everyone, and proves that their inferiority is not the effect merely of 
their condition of life… 
 
…blacks, whether originally a distinct race, or made distinct by time and 
circumstance, are inferior to whites in the endowments both of body and mind. 
This unfortunate difference of color, and perhaps of faculty, is a powerful obstacle to 
the emancipation of these people.” 

http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/v1ch15s28.html
http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/v1ch15s28.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2h66t.html
http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/v1ch15s57.html
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Focus Question: How are these views on slavery and White Supremacy similar and different from each 
other, and how do they reflect where the nation is headed over the question of enslavement? 

 
Define the underlined terms 
Take notes on the reading based on their relation to the focus question: 
 

Washington to Robert Morris (1786) 
Dear Sir: I give you the trouble of this letter at the instance of Mr. Dalby of 
Alexandria (VA); who is called to Philadelphia to attend what he conceives to be a 
vexatious lawsuit respecting a slave of his, whom a Society of Quakers in the city 
(formed for such purposes) have attempted to liberate. . . . And if the practice of this 
Society of which Mr. Dalby speaks, is not discountenanced, none of those whose 
misfortune it is to have slaves as attendants, will visit the City if they can possibly 
avoid it;because by so doing they hazard their property; or they must be at the 
expense (and this will not always succeed) of providing servants of another 
description for the trip.  
 
I hope it will not be conceived from these observations, that it is my wish to hold the 
unhappy people, who are the subject of this letter, in slavery. I can only say that 
there is not a man living who wishes more sincerely than I do, to see a plan adopted 
for the abolition of it; but there is only one proper and effectual mode by which it 
can be accomplished and that is by Legislative authority; and this, as far as my 
suffrage will go, shall never be wanting.  
 
But when slaves who are happy and contented with their present masters, are 
tampered with and seduced to leave; when a conduct of this sort begets discontent 
on one side and resentment on the other, and when it happens to fall on a man, 
whose purse will not measure with that of the Society, and he loses his property for 
want of means to defend it; it is oppression in the latter case, and not humanity in 
any, because it introduces more evils than it can cure. 
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Focus Question: How are these views on slavery and White Supremacy similar and 
different from each other, and how do they reflect where the nation is headed over 
the question of enslavement? 

 
Define the underlined terms 
Take notes on the reading based on their relation to the focus question: 

 

John Adams to George Churchman and Jacob Lindley 
24 Jan. 1801Works 9:92--93 
 
Although I have never sought popularity by any animated speeches or 
inflammatory publications against the slavery of the blacks, my 
opinion against it has always been known, and my practice has been 
so conformable to my sentiments that I have always employed 
freemen, both as domestics and laborers, and never in my life did I 
own a slave. The abolition of slavery must be gradual, and 
accomplished with much caution and circumspection. Violent means 
and measures would produce greater violations of justice and 
humanity than the continuance of the practice. Neither Mr. Mifflin nor 
yourselves, I presume, would be willing to venture on exertions 
which would probably excite insurrections among the blacks to rise 
against their masters, and imbue their hands in innocent blood. 
 
There are many other evils in our country which are growing 
(whereas the practice of slavery is fast diminishing), and threaten to 
bring punishment on our land more immediately than the oppression 
of the blacks. That sacred regard to truth in which you and I were 
educated, and which is certainly taught and enjoined from on high, 
seems to be vanishing from among us. A general relaxation of 
education and government, a general debauchery as well as 
dissipation, produced by pestilential philosophical principles of 
Epicurus, infinitely more than by shows and theatrical 
entertainments; these are, in my opinion, more serious and 
threatening evils than even the slavery of the blacks, hateful as that is.  
 
I might even add that I have been informed that the condition of the 
common sort of white people in some of the Southern States, 
particularly Virginia, is more oppressed, degraded, and miserable, 
than that of the negroes. These vices and these miseries deserve the 
serious and compassionate consideration of friends, as well as the 
slave trade and the degraded state of the blacks. I wish you success in 
your benevolent endeavors to relieve the distresses of our fellow 
creatures, and shall always be ready to cooperate with you as far as 
my means and opportunities can reasonably be expected to extend. 
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What is your answer to the focus question? How are these views on slavery and White 
Supremacy similar and different from each other, and how do they reflect where the nation is headed over 
the question of enslavement? 

 

Line or Phrase from text that 
relates to your answer(s) 

Summarize the line or 
phrase, what view does it 
reveal about enslavement?  

This is similar to or different 
from the views of… 

   

   

   

   

   

   

Write your answer to the focus question:  
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Topic: Missouri Compromise, Compromise of 1850 Map Activity 

What are you learning:  
● American geography 
● Mapping the political changes to the U.S. map based on the decisions made in the 

Missouri Compromise, Kansas Nebraska Act, and Compromise of 1850. 
● The impact of these political decisions on the lives of African Americans, and the 

future of the nation  

Background and Context: The politics of enslavement was a central theme of America’s 
expansion into parts of the former Louisiana Territory and lands ceded to the U.S. after the 
Mexican American War. With the addition of new states and territories, the question of 
whether those new states would be slave states or free states caused huge rifts in the U.S. 
Congress, leading to the need for a series of compromises that would seek to maintain the 
peace between representatives of slaveholding states and representatives of free states. 
When it comes to the 19th century political debates on slavery’s expansion, these measures 
accomplished relative degrees of stability in the nation, used Black lives as political pawns, 
and served the role as bandages on what was a much larger issue.   

Questions you should be asking: 
What does the expansion of slavery into new states mean to people who are currently 
enslaves in neighboring states? 
What does the Missouri Compromise line mean for African Americans in the U.S.?  
How does the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 relate to the slavery clauses in the U.S. 
Constitution? 

Online Resources for Students: 
Introduction and Maps of the Missouri Compromise 
Missouri Compromise: Definitions, Dates, and Facts 
The Compromise of 1850 and the Fugitive Slave Act 
Khan Academy: The Compromise of 1850 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mapping the Missouri Compromise 

https://guides.loc.gov/missouri-compromise
https://www.history.com/topics/abolitionist-movement/missouri-compromise
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2951.html
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/civil-war-era/sectional-tension-1850s/a/compromise-of-1850
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Using pencils/pens/crayons/color/markers and the web resources listed in the lesson outline, label the 
following:  

● Free states and slave states in 1820 
●  The Missouri Territory 
●  The 36° 30´ latitude line 

 
Explain how the Missouri Compromise could/had impact(ed) the lives of African Americans 
after 1820:  

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 

 

 
Mapping the Compromise of 1850 
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Using pencils/pens/crayons/color/markers and the web resources listed in the lesson outline, label the 
following:  

● The locations directly impacted by the specific provisions of the Compromise of 1850  
● Free states and slave states 
● The 36° 30´ latitude line 
●  Define Popular Sovereignty and label the states that answered the question of slavery’s 

expansion based on the new policy  

 
What does the passage of the strengthened Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 mean for the strength 
and presence of slavery across the nation?  

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________ 

 

Topic: Fugitive Slave Act  
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What are you learning:  
● Cause and effect of the Fugitive Slave Act 
● Resistance to the Fugitive Slave Act 

Background and Context: After the Compromise of 1850, a nationwide conversation about the 
Fugitive Slave Act erupted. Many free African Americans saw the act as sanctioned 
kidnapping, and expanding slavery’s influence into the free states. This activity will call on you 
to analyze the reasons for resisting the fugitive slave law and to engage in a debate about 
resisting unjust laws.  
 
*After reading through the resources, students should create a protest poster highlighting the 

ills of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 and how people could/should resist it.  

Questions to consider: 
● What are justifiable responses to the kidnapping of free Blacks in northern cities?  
● What would I do if I was asked to help capture a person who recently escaped 

enslavement?  
  

Online Resources for Students: 
Eric Foner on the Fugitive Slave Act 
http://werehistory.org/anthony-burns-and-the-resistance-to-the-fugitive-slave-act/  

 

 

Transcription:  
Caution!!  

Colored People of Boston, ONE & ALL, 
You are hereby respectfully CAUTIONED 

and advised, to avoid conversing with 
Watchmen and Police Officers of 

Boston, For since the recent ORDER OF 
THE MAYOR & ALDERMAN, they are 

empowered to act as KIDNAPPERS AND 
SLAVECATCHERS, And they have already 

been actually employed in KIDNAPPING, 
CATCHING, AND KEEPING SLAVES. 

Therefore, if you value your LIBERTY, and 
the Welfare of the Fugitives among you, 

Shun them in every possible manner, as so 
many HOUNDS on the track of the most 

unfortunate of your race.  
Keep a Sharp Look Out for 

KIDNAPPERS, and have TOP EYE open. 
April 24, 1851  

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4i3094.html
http://werehistory.org/anthony-burns-and-the-resistance-to-the-fugitive-slave-act/
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“..the only way  to make a Fugitive Slave 
Law a dead letter is to make half a dozen or 
more dead kidnappers...The true remedy 
for the Fugitive Slave Law, a good revolver, 
a steady hand, and a determination to 
shoot down any man attempting to kidnap.”  

-Frederick Douglass 
 

 

 

 

 

*After reading through the resources linked and listed above, students should create a protest 

poster highlighting the ills of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 and how people could/should resist 

it.  

 

Topic: Lincoln Douglas Debates 

What are you learning:  
● The political views of Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas on slavery and Black 

equality.  
● Primary source analysis 

Background and Context: In this primary source activity, you will read the words of President 
Lincoln and Stephen Douglas during their campaign to become Senator from Illinois. As you 
read, you should take note of each men’s views related slavery’s expansion and equality of 
the races.   
 

Questions to consider:  
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● What does Douglas argue? What does he think states should be able to do? Does he 
believe that slavery is right?  

● What does Lincoln argue? Is he really anti-slavery? What does he really want?  
 

 

EXCERPTS DEBATE: Stephen A. Douglas and Abraham Lincoln  
AUGUST-OCTOBER, 1858 

 
Instructions: You will be reading sections from both men from their debate while running for Senate. 

Be sure to define the underlined terms and any new vocabulary. After you read each excerpt, you 
should summarize the section. After, you should be able to answer the following focus question: What 
political views about the containment or expansion of slavery do Douglas and Lincoln convey 

on the campaign trail, how do these views relate to the decades long debate of slavery’s 
expansion or containment?   

 
Stephen Douglas’s Argument:  

Quote  Your Summary of the Excerpt Relation to ongoing or recent 
debate/discussion on slavery?  

 
I have often repeated that in 
my opinion our Government 
can last forever, divided into 
free and slave States as our 
fathers made it – each State 
having the right to prohibit, 
abolish or sustain slavery, 
just as it pleases. This 
Government was made upon 
the great basis of the 
sovereignty of the States.  
 

  

 
I hold that this Government 
was established on the white 
basis. It was established by 
white men for the benefit of 
white men and their posterity 
forever, and should be 
administered by white men, 
and none others.  
 

  

 
Humanity requires that we 
should give them all these 
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privileges; Christianity 
commands that we should 
extend those privileges to 
them. The question then 
arises what are those 
privileges, and what is the 
nature and extent of them. My 
answer is that that is a 
question which each State 
must answer for itself.  
 

 

 

Abraham Lincoln’s Argument:  

Quote  Your Translation of the 
Quote 

Relation to ongoing or 
recent debate/discussion on 

slavery? 
 
…this is the condition in which 
we found ourselves when we 
established this Government. We 
had slaves among us; we could 
not get our Constitution unless 
we permitted them to remain in 
slavery… 

  

 
I agree with Douglas very readily 
that the different States have that 
right to decide if they are free or 
slave states… Our controversy 
with him is in regard to the new 
Territories... What I insist upon 
is, that the new Territories shall 
be kept free from slavery while 
they are still Territories.  
 

  

 
I will say then that I am not, nor 
ever have been in favor of 
bringing about in anyway the 
social and political equality of the 
white and black races - that I am 
not nor ever have been in favor 
of making voters or jurors of 
negroes, nor of qualifying them 
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to hold office, nor to intermarry 
with white people; and I will say 
in addition to this that there is a 
physical difference between the 
white and black races which I 
believe will forever forbid the 
two races living together on 
terms of social and political 
equality. And inasmuch as they 
cannot so live, while they do 
remain together there must be 
the position of superior and 
inferior, and I as much as any 
other man am in favor of having 
the superior position assigned to 
the white race. I say upon this 
occasion I do not perceive that 
because the white man is to have 
the superior position the negro 
should be denied everything. 
 
 
What has ever threatened our 
liberty and prosperity save and 
except this institution of Slavery? 
If this is true, how do you 
propose to improve the 
condition of things by enlarging 
Slavery-by spreading it out and 
making it bigger? You may have a 
cancer upon your person and not 
be able to cut it out lest you 
bleed to death; but surely it is no 
way to cure it, to engraft it and 
spread it over by spreading it 
over your whole body.  

  

 

 

 

Topic: Secession Commissioners 

What are you learning:  
● The southern response to the election of 1860 
● Southern justifications for secession 
● The role that white supremacy and slavery played in the cause of the Civil War 
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Background and Context: The election of 1860 brought the 80 years of slavery politics to a 
head; the election of Abraham Lincoln represented an existential threat to proslavery forces 
and they mobilized quickly to secede from the United States. The excerpts and powerpoint 
linked below reflect the words and beliefs of secession commissioners who worked to unify 
the south behind the cause of secession.  

Questions to consider:  
What did the average southerner think about secession? 
Why did some states put secession to a popular vote?  
  

Online Resources for Students: 
Secession Powerpoint  

 
 

Purpose for Reading/Focus Question: Based on the excerpts below, what role did slavery and White 

supremacy play in driving the nation into Civil War?  

Highlight sections of the reading that...  
● stand out to you 
● relate to the Purpose for reading/Focus 

Question,  
● that evoke questions/thoughts/concerns in you.  

In the space below...  
● identify and define new vocabulary 
● write summaries of the reading  
● write your reactions to the reading 
● write how the section(s) relates to the 

Purpose for Reading/Focus 
Question.  

Stephen Hale 

“Republican victory was nothing less than an open 

declaration of war, for the triumph of this new theory of 

government destroys the property of the South, lays waste 

her fields, and inaugurates all the horrors of a San Domingo 

servile insurrection, consigning her citizens to 

assassinations and her wives and daughters to pollution and 

violation to gratify the lust of half-civilized Africans” 

 

 

Alexander Handy, judge from Mississippi 

"Slavery was ordained by God and sanctioned by 

humanity...The first act of the black republican party will be 

to exclude slavery from all the Territories...The moment that 

slavery is pronounced a moral evil - a sin - by the general 

government, that moment the safety of the rights of the 

South will be entirely gone.’ 

 

John Preston, South Carolina Legislator 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yqgJ2QIm9vqKaiNYR2UsRTy3xtd6BWgp/view?usp=sharing
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“For fully thirty years or more, the people of the Northern 

states have assailed the institution of African 

slavery.  During these three decades 'large masses of their 

people' embraced 'the most fearful' path to emancipation: 

'the subject race...rising and murdering their 

masters.'...There could be no doubt, he continued, 'that the 

conflict between slavery and non-slavery is a conflict for 

life and death'...The North and South consituted two 

separate, distinct, and antagonistic civilizations...'The South 

cannot exist without African slavery,' he said. "None but an 

equal race can labor in the North; none but a subject race 

will labor in the South.'  There were other 'repellent 

diversities' that made 'the political union...an unnatural and 

monstrous one,' but slavery, and race, formed the heart of 

the matter.” 

 

Address of William L. Harris, commissioner from 

Mississippi, to the Georgia General Assembly, Dec 17, 

1860. 

 

They have demanded, and now demand, equality between 

the white and negro races, under our Constitution; equality 

in representation…suffrage...honor and emoluments of 

office…social circle…rights of matrimony…”the success of 

Black Republicanism is the triumph of anti-slavery”…the 

new administration…only awaits the 4th of March for the 

inauguration…and the new policy, upon the success of 

which they have proclaimed freedom to the slave, but 

eternal degradation for you and for us. 

Our fathers made this a government for the white man, 

rejecting the negro, as an ignorant, inferior, barbarian race, 

incapable of self government, and not, therefore, entitled to 

be associated with the white man upon terms of civil, 

political, or social equality 

This new administration comes into power, under the 

solemn pledge to overturn and strike down this great feature 

of our Union, without which it would never have been 

formed, and to substitute in its stead their new theory of the 

universal equality of the black and white races. 

Mississippi is firmly convinced that there is but one 

alternative: 

This new union with Lincoln Black Republicanism and free 

negroes, without slavery; or, slavery under our old 

constitutional bond of union, without Lincoln Black 

Republicanism, or free negroes either, to molest us. 
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She (Mississippi) had rather see the last of her race, men, 

women, and children, immolated in one common funeral 

pile, than see them subjected to the degradation of civil, 

political, and social equality with the negro race.  

 

 

 

Answer to Purpose for Reading: Based on the excerpts below, what role did slavery and White 
supremacy play in driving the nation into Civil War?  

Quote from text that supports your 
answer  
(Cite the Evidence 

Summarize the quote 
(Restate/Paraphrase the 
Quote) 

In what ways does this excerpt 
support your answer? 

   

   

 
 

  

Write your answer:  

 


