
 
 
 
Grade: 6  
Subject: Eastern World Cultures and Geography  
 

Topic: African Geography  

What are you Learning: 
African Geography: 

● African water and and landforms 
● Placement of African Kingdoms and Civilizations 
● Distribution of African Resources 
● Historic homes of African ethnic groups 
● The impact of African Partition on the political borders of the continent’s countries 

 
  

Background and Context: Foundational to the learning of African culture and geography is to 
be able to thoroughly locate the African continent, the countries and land and water features 
of the continent, and to take note of the many historic changes that have occurred in the 
continent through a study of the changing maps over thousands of years. The purpose of this 
5 day activity is to create various maps of Africa that students will analyze for deeper 
understanding of how geography shapes the lives of people.  Areas of particular study are 
African civilizations/kingdoms, modern countries and cities, various ethnic groups, the 
Partition of Africa, and the natural resources on the continent.  Students will be expected to 
make connections and predictions between these various maps in order to make predictions 
about the future of the continent. 
 

Questions to Consider:  
● How does the content of this map reflect the histories and experiences of African 

peoples?  
● How does the prevalence of such a vast range of resources positively and negatively 

impact the people of Africa? 
● What can you learn about Africa through maps?  
● How does geography influence settlement and culture? 

  
  

Online Resources for Students: 
African Map Activity Resource Folder: this folder contains all of the resources needed to 
complete the 6 maps that you will need to create. The folder also includes Blank Maps that 
you can use when creating your maps.  
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1UFCXjGObo_DqS678XrEMBhyR0HHYahon


 
Using the resources in the folders linked above, along with internet and text (books, atlases, 
maps etc.) resources create the 6 maps being described below. After completing the six maps 
answer the comprehension questions below and the following focus question:  
Based on these maps, what do you predict will happen in African history?  Be sure to include analyses 
of the various maps that you have worked with over the course of this week. 

 

Map 1 Physical Geography 
Draw and Label each of the following 
water features and land features: 

Map 2 Modern Political Geography 
Locate and Label each of the countries below: 

Water Features Countries 

Atlantic Ocean 
Congo River 
Indian Ocean 
Lake Victoria 
Limpopo River 
Mediterranean Sea 
Niger River 
Nile River 
Orange River 
Red Sea 
Zambezi River 

Algeria 
Angola 
Benin 
Botswana 
Burkina Faso 
Burundi 
Cameroon 
Cape Verde 
Central African 
Republic 
Chad 
Democratic Republic 
   of Congo 
Republic of Congo 
Cote d'Ivoire 
Djibouti 
Egypt 
Equatorial Guinea 
Eritrea 

Ethiopia 
Gabon 
Gambia 
Ghana 
Guinea 
Guinea Bissau 
Kenya 
Lesotho 
Liberia 
Libya 
Madagascar 
Malawi 
Mali 
Mauritania 
Mauritius 
Morocco 
Mozambique 
Namibia 
Niger 

Nigeria 
Reunion 
Rwanda 
Sao Tome and  
   Principe 
Senegal 
Seychelles 
Sierra Leone 
Somalia 
South Africa 
South Sudan 
Sudan 
Swaziland 
Tanzania 
Togo 
Tunisia 
Uganda 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 

Land Features 

Atlas Mountains 
Congo Basin 
Ethiopian Highlands 
Equator 
Great Rift Valley 
Kalahari Desert 
Libyan Desert 
Mt. Kilimanjaro 
Sahara Desert 
Sahel 
Serengeti 
Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn 

Cities 

Abidjan 
Accra 
Addis Ababa 
Alexandria 
Cairo 

Casablanca 
Dar es Salaam 
Durban 
Johannesburg 
Kano 

Kinshasa 
Lagos 
Luanda 
Mogadishu 
Nairobi 

Map 3 Partition Map 
Shade and Label: 

Map 4 Resource 
Create a Key that Locates the following resources on a map of Africa: 

British 
Belgian 
French 
German 

Independent 
Italian 
Portuguese 
Spanish 

Aluminum 
Cocoa 
Coffee 
Copper 

Diamonds 
Gold 
Iron 
Manganese 

Petroleum 
Platinum 
Tantalum 
Uranium 
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Map 5 Civilization Map 
Shade & Label w/ Time Period:  

Map 6 Ethnic Group Breakdown By Regions  
Outline each Region and Locate and Label each Ethnic Group 

Axum 
Congo 
Egypt 
Ethiopia 
Ghana 
Great Zimbabwe 

Kush 
Mali  
Nubia 
Ethiopia 
Songhai 

Regions Ethnic Groups 

Central Africa 
East Africa 
North Africa 
South Africa 
West Africa  

Ashanti 
Berber 
Hutu 
Kikuyu 
Kongo 

Tuareg 
Tutsi 
Yoruba 
Zulu 

 
After completing all 6 maps, complete the following questions 
 
Using map 2 and Map 6 answer the following questions:  
What modern day countries would the Zulu currently live in? 
What modern day countries would the Yoruba currently live in? 
What modern day countries would the Kikuyu currently live in?  
Which ethnic groups would have to adjust their way of life in order to live in a desert?  
 
Using map 1 answer the following questions:  
What major river(s) run through North Africa? 
What major river(s) run through West Africa? 
What major river(s) run through Central Africa? 
 
Using map 2, 5, and 4 answer the following questions:  
According to your maps, which civilizations had access to gold?  
According to your maps, what countries have access to petroleum?  
 
Using map 2 and 3 answer the following:  
Which countries remained independent after European nations invaded and colonized Africa?  
Which countries are most likely to be French speaking today?  
Which countries are most likely to be English speaking today?  

 
Essential Writing Prompt/Focus Question:  
Based on these maps, what do you predict will happen in African history?  Be sure to include analyses 
of the various maps that you have worked with over the course of this week.  

  
 
 
 
 

Topic: Kikuyu Culture and History 
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What are you Learning: 
The culture of the East African Kikuyu people  
The Impact and response to European imperialism  
 
 

Background and Context: After your analysis of African geography, you will engage in a study 
of East Africa by focusing on the Kikuyu people of East Africa. You will study their culture and 
their experiences with European imperialism. Initially you will read Kikuyu creation myths, and 
analyze images of Kikuyu people to get a sense of Kikuyu cultural values. After getting a 
sense of Kikuyu culture, you will study European imperialism through the lens of the Kikuyu 
people by reading primary source excerpts. Lastly, you will study the Kikuyu people’s 
response to imperialism through a study of the Mau Mau uprising.  

Questions to Consider:  
How does Kikuyu culture and beliefs reflect their values? 
How does Kikuyu culture and beliefs reflect how they interact with Europeans? 
What are justifiable responses to oppression?  

Online Resources for Students: 
Images of Kikuyu People 
Kikuyu Creation Myths 
 
Mau Mau Resources: 
https://www.bu.edu/africa/files/2016/04/5.-Mau-Mau-Rebellion-Reading-HW.pdf 
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-22790037 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HKh8co5u9bs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kikuyu People and Culture 
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CRlySzwrrL0F-DSsjlQ5hvTz8un4VWVT
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gD3K1uC3s2mAihVU4a_iywV6bPaZA3wM
https://www.bu.edu/africa/files/2016/04/5.-Mau-Mau-Rebellion-Reading-HW.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-22790037
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HKh8co5u9bs


 
Through an analysis of the images of Kikuyu people and their creation myth make an 
assessment of the Kikuyu Culture C.O.D.E., the Culture C.O.D.E. is an acronym that asks you 
to determine a group’s culture based on the study of their artistic expression, societal structures, 
daily life, and historical experiences. 
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https://drive.google.com/open?id=1CRlySzwrrL0F-DSsjlQ5hvTz8un4VWVT
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gD3K1uC3s2mAihVU4a_iywV6bPaZA3wM
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Kikuyu Creation Myth 

The power that wields the instruments of life and death was mostly associated with Ngai (God) 
who lived at Kirinyaga (Mount Kenya)... Through him the Kikuyu justify their existence: 

"In the beginning Ngai, who is the God and the divider or the universe, called Gikuyu the father 
of the tribe. Ngai gave Gikuyu a share of his land with rivers, valleys, forests rich with fruits and 
animals of all types. Then Ngai went to stay on Kirinyaga. Now Ngai used to go round 
inspecting and admiring the beautiful earth. 'One day He took Gikuyu on top of Kirinyaga. It was 
on the highest point of the mountain. He showed Gikuyu a spot in the centre of the country 
where there were many mugumo (wild fig) trees. Gikuyu saw that the land was very beautiful. 
And Ngai said to Gikuyu, 'Go. Build your homestead on that spot with mugumo trees,' and he 
called the selected place where the mugumo trees grew Mukurwe wa Gathanga. Then Ngai said: 
'You will at times be in need of my help, when the time arises, slaughter a goat for sacrifice, then 
raise your hands towards Kirinyaga and Ngai or Kirinyaga and Gikuyu will come to your help.' 
Gikuyu went to the chosen spot. Here he found a beautiful woman whom he took to wife. He 
named her Mumbi (Moulder or Creator). They had nine daughters - they did not have any sons. 
Now Gikuyu went to Ngai and said that he wanted sons to marry his daughters. Ngai said: "Go, 
take a lamb and a kid. Kill these under the big mugumo tree near the homestead and the blood 
and the fat pour them on the trunk of the tree. Let the family make a big fire under the tree. The 
meat will burn as a sacrifice to Ngai or Gikuyu. When you take your wife and daughters home, 
go back alone to the mugumo tree. There you will find nine very handsome men who are willing 
to marry your daughters. Then your people will increase and multiply and fill all the land." 

From Rose Mwangi's "Kikuyu Folktales: their Nature and Value" (1970, 1983: Kenya Literature Bureau, PO Box 30022 Nairobi, 

Kenya) http://www.bluegecko.org/kenya/tribes/kikuyu/stories-creation.htm  
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http://www.bluegecko.org/kenya/tribes/kikuyu/stories-creation.htm


 
Culture C.O.D.E 

Culture Group: Kikuyu 

Culture C.O.D.E Definition  Kikuyu Examples 

C 
Creative 

Expression  Art, Literature, Architecture, 
Fashion, Music, Body Art, 
Dance, Crafts 

 
 
 
 
 
 

O 
Organizations  

Communication, 
Transportation, Trade, 
Government, Jobs, 
Language, Social Class, 
Social Status, Symbols and 
Icons 

 
 
 
 
 

D 
Daily Life  

Family 
(matrilineal/patrilineal), 
Religion, Food, Sports, 
Relationship with animals, 
Norms and Taboos, Quality 
of life, Social Interactions, 
Gender,  

 
 
 
 
 

E 
Experiences  

Movement/Migration, 
Historical Events, 
Geography, Conflict and 
Compromise, Outside 
Influences 
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Image Analysis: The Coming of the Pink Cheeks 

 
Image of British Colonist with Kikuyu People 

 
What do you notice about the image?  
 
 
What does this image tell you about the relationship between Kikuyu people and British 
colonist?  
 
 
What are your thoughts/reactions to this image?  
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“The Coming of the Pink Cheeks”  
By Chief KaBongo as told to Richard St. Barbe Baker 

 
In the following selection, Chief Kabongo, of the Kikuyu tribe of Kenya, describes what happened to 
his people when the Europeans took control of Kikuyu land. In his lifetime—from the 1870s to the 
1950s—Chief Kabongo saw the sharp changes that took place after the coming of the whites, whom 
he called the “Pink Cheeks.” (Adapted from Leon Clark (Ed.) Through African Eyes, Vol. 1. New 
York: CITE Books, 1991.)  

Purpose for Reading/Focus Question: what claim(s) is Chief Kabongo making about the impact 
of European imperialism on Kikuyu culture and society? 

Highlight sections of the reading that...  
● stand out to you 
● relate to the Purpose for reading/Focus 

Question,  
● that evoke questions/thoughts/concerns in 

you.  

In the space below...  
● identify and define new vocabulary 
● write summaries of the reading  
● write your reactions to the reading 
● write how the section(s) relates to 

the Purpose for Reading/Focus 
Question.  

...As there was now so little land and we were so 
many, the boys as they became men would go 
away, some to work on farms for the Pink 
Cheeks, some to a new kind of school-farm for 
men, where they learned the new customs  and 
also some curious ways; for these grown men 
were made to play games like little boys, running 
after balls which they threw. This they did instead 
of good work. Munene, one of my younger 
brothers, had been one of these. He had been 
away a long time, and when he came back he 
wore clothes like a Pink Cheek and he came with 
one of them, in a box-on-wheels, which is called 
motorcar, along the new road.

 
The Pink Cheek called a Council together and 
when all, both Elders  and the young men, were 
assembled  and sat round,he spoke. He spoke of 
Munene; he told us of his learning and of his 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Customs: traditional/widely accepted ways of living 
or doing something.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Council: a body of people responsible for governing 
 
Elders: a leader or senior figure in a group 
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knowledge of the customs of the Pink Cheeks 
and of his cleverness  at organizing. “Because of 
this,” he said, “and because he is a wise man, 
the Government, the Council of Muthungu that 
meets in Nairobi, have honored him and, in 
honoring him, are honoring you all.” He paused 
and looked around at us. Beside him Munene 
stood smiling. “He has been appointed Chief of 
this district and he will be your mouth and our 
mouth. He will tell us the things that you want to 
say and he will tell you the things that we want to 
say to you. He has learned our language and our 
laws and he will help you to understand and 
keep them.”  
 
We Elders looked at each other. Was this the 
end of everything that we had known and worked 
for? What magic had this son of my father made 
that he who was not yet an Elder should be 
made leader over us all who were so much older 
and wiser in the ways of our people? It was as if 
a thunderbolt had fallen among us. 

Assemble: gather together in one place  
 
Cleverness: Being able to quickly learn 
 
 
 
 
Appointed: assign a job or role to someone 

 

Answer to Purpose for Reading: Chief Kabongo is making what claim(s) about the impact of 
European imperialism on Kikuyu culture and society? 

Quote from text that supports 
your answer  
(Cite the Evidence 

Summarize the quote 
(Restate/Paraphrase the 
Quote) 

In what ways does this excerpt 
support your answer? 
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Write your answer:  
 
 
Directions : Read the article on the Mau Mau resistance in Kenya. After reading, answer the 
following comprehension questions: 

1. What were conditions like for Africans in the Kenyan colony under the 
British? 
  

2. Who were the Mau Mau? 
  

3. How did the British react to resistance to their colonial rule and how did 
they justify their reactions? Be specific. 
  

4. How did the British use propaganda to undermine the Mau Mau rebellion?
 

5. What were the core motives driving the rebellion? 

6. Although the Mau Mau rebellion was eventually defeated, how did the 
movement help lead to Kenyan Independence in 1963?  

 

Resistance to Colonization – The Mau Mau Uprising in Kenya (1953-56) 

Kenya was colonized by Great Britain between 1901 and 1960. British settlers, who came to 
Kenya because of its resources and comfortable climate, forced indigenous farmers and herders 
onto infertile land or made them work on European-owned farms and plantations. They created 
unprecedented ethnic conflict between various groups in their divide and conquer campaign. 
British rule in Kenya was characterized by unfair labor practices, structural racism, and forced 
resettlement based on the desires of the colonial settlers.  

 
As a result of the growing discontent, during the 1950s there was a sustained rebellion against 
colonial rule. The British claimed the rebels were part of a secret and savage society known as 
the “Mau Mau,” whose members had supposedly pledged to slaughter Europeans and drive 
them out of Africa. The British war against the Kikuyu , who represented the largest group in the 
rebellion, was ruthless and justified by charges that the rebels were terrorists. The British created 
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detention camps for people suspected of being associated with the Mau Mau, including the 
elderly and children, and used methods of extreme torture to find information and to limit 
uprisings. Over one million Kenyans were forcibly removed from their homes and put into the 
camps. Many of these people were innocent, though. 
 
Initially, the Kikuyu ethnic group, which was affected by the British land grabs the most, started 
their protests against colonialization peacefully. However, by the mid-1950s they became more 
radical and decided they could not achieve independence through peaceful means. Members 
who joined the Mau Mau movement, whether or not they were actually from the Kikuyu tribe, 
were required to take an oath of allegiance. As resistance grew so did repression and the 
situation became violent on both sides. The Kikuyu resorted to guerilla warfare and the British 
used propaganda to convince Western powers and other ethnic tribes in Kenya that the Mau Mau 
were fanatical, secretive, and the common enemy of both the British and the rest of the 
indigenous Kenyans. At the core of the Mau Mau movement was access to basic rights: higher 
wages, increased educational opportunities, return of alienated lands, and African 
self-determination. The movement was eventually defeated by the extreme measures taken by 
the British. Although the Mau Mau rebellion was eventually put down, Kenya’s eventual 
independence in 1963 was undoubtedly a result of the political and economic pressures created 
by the Mau Mau.  
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