
 
Grade: 12 (pgs 1-7)   Subject: Social Science  

Topic: Foreign Policy Part I 

What Are You Learning: 
The evolution of American foreign policy over time 
The names of the departments and organizations that craft US foreign policy 
Historic Background on the role of espionage during wartime 
Comparative study on nations around the globe 

Background and Context: 
As far back as 1956, the United States actively intervened (economically and diplomatically) 
against the actions of their closest allies, Britain and France, in Suez. During a few tense 
weeks that fall, Washington actively made common cause with Moscow against Anglo-French 
efforts to topple the Nasser government in Egypt. More importantly, however, after the French 
and British troops withdrew, President Dwight Eisenhower quickly pivoted to restore harmony 
within the Alliance. Indeed, the very first NATO summit in December 1957 was called both to 
present an image of unity to the broader public and to provide a forum within which NATO 
countries could work out their differences. In the more than six decades since that first summit, 
NATO members have argued about how to organize their common defense, how to negotiate 
with the Soviets about nuclear weapons, and how to manage their economic relations with 
Russia.  

Questions for your Consideration: 
How many countries do you think the United States has military bases in?  
How many other countries do you think have military bases on US soil?  
Why would the United States want to set up military base in another country?  
Why does it always seem the US is involved in other country’s business? 

Online Resources for Students: 
NATO Archives 

This Map Shows Where in the World the U.S. Military Is Combatting Terrorism 

Office of the Historian 

HISTORY | Watch Full Episodes of Your Favorite Shows 

National Archives 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.archives.nato.int/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/map-shows-places-world-where-us-military-operates-180970997/
https://history.state.gov/
https://www.history.com/
https://www.archives.gov/


 
 
 
Part I: Working with Maps 

Look at the blank map and try to guess where the US has a military presence and then 
study the map that follows, paying careful attention to the KEY. 
Go to True Size of Nations, and compare a set of countries to see how they measure up in 
terms of their “true size”.  Did any comparisons surprise you?  
Pick TWO countries to compare the size of from the above link and go to World — The 
World Factbook, and compare the countries POPULATION, MATERNAL 
MORTALITY RATE, DRINKING WATER SOURCE, MILITARY EXPENDITURE, 
GOVERNMENT TYPE and 3 other modes of comparison of your choosing. 
 
 

 
 

https://thetruesize.com/#?borders=1~!MTc0NDgxOTk.MzQyNjk3Nw*MzYwMDAwMDA(MA~!CONTIGUOUS_US*MTAwMjQwNzU.MjUwMjM1MTc(MTc1)MA~!IN*NTI2NDA1MQ.Nzg2MzQyMQ)MQ~!CN*OTkyMTY5Nw.NzMxNDcwNQ(MjI1)Mg~!MN*NDM3ODgyOA.MTQyNTQ1NTQ)NA
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/xx.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/xx.html


 
 
Time Out to REFLECT…. 
How do you think the world feels about the global American military presence?  What would be 
some reasons people in other countries would have a GOOD feeling about it?  What would be 
some reasons they would have a BAD feeling about it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Part II: The History 
VIDEO Break- 
Watch the following Crash Course video on what exactly foreign policy is and fill in the chart as 
you watch: Foreign Policy: Crash Course Government and Politics #50 
 

Take Note of…. Your Notes Here Any critiques of this 
aspect of Foreign 

Policy you had while 
learning…. 

Policies that fall into ‘Foreign 
Policy…. 

 
 
 

 

Goals of Foreign Policy…. 1. 
2. 
3. 

 

Significance of the President in 
shaping Foreign Policy…. 

 
 
 

 

Significance of Congress in shaping 
Foreign Policy…. 

 
 
 

 

Significance of Interest Groups in 
shaping Foreign Policy…. 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Watch the following video on how America became a global superpower and fill in the timeline 
as you watch with how the event or organization was significant to the evolution of American 
foreign policy: 
How America Became a Superpower 
 
Post Revolutionary Civil War Spanish American War WWI League of Nations Great 
Depression 
War Expansion 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PMhIQNkO_Y0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BShvYeyMm_Y&t=39s


 
 
 
WWII United Nations World Bank International Monetary Fund     NATO             Cold War Donald 
Trump 

 
 
Part III: Intelligence Gathering in War 
Below are four examples that highlight the use of intelligence from US history and how the 
successful use of intelligence has shortened conflict or effectively ended wars: 
 
Ben Franklin’s Most Successful Intelligence Gambit: Revolutionary War: Knowing French spies 
followed him, Benjamin Franklin made sure he was observed meeting British government 
officials shortly after the American revolutionary victory at Saratoga. Worried that the 
Americans and British would reconcile their differences, the French rushed into an alliance – 
thanks to Franklin’s ploy – with the Americans that helped lead to America’s ultimate victory. 
Discuss Franklin’s influence overseas as a diplomat and covert “spy,” the political tenor in 
America before and after the Battle of Saratoga, and French and English relations in the era.  
 
Washington’s Surprise Attack: Revolutionary War: In 1776, American spy John Honeyman 
reported to Gen. George Washington how lazy and unprepared a garrison of Hessian troops in 
Trenton, New Jersey, had become. Honeyman was involved in persuading the Hessians that the 
Americans would not attack. Washington and his troops crossed the Delaware River at night and 
recorded a major victory on Dec. 26, 1777. Discuss American espionage in the Revolutionary 
War, Hessian troops in the Revolutionary War, Washington’s army and their desperate situation 
at the time of the attack, and how the war turned with the American victory.  
 
Code-Breaking Sets Stage for D-Day: World War II: A Japanese ambassador in Berlin, who was 
a military man, studied German military deployments and reported them at length back to Tokyo 
via ”Purple”-enciphered messages. He reported troop placements on the Atlantic wall 
fortifications along the coasts of France and Belgium. Allied forces used the intercepted 
transmissions to plan the D-Day invasion of Western Europe. Discuss American espionage and 
intelligence operations in WWII, the German Enigma machine and the use of code-breaking in 
WWII, and D-Day invasion planning.  
 
Eisenhower’s D-Day Deception: World War II: Allied force commander Gen. Dwight 
Eisenhower chose to land in Normandy, France, because he knew the German command 
expected the invasion to come in Calais, France. The Germans posted 19 divisions in Calais as 
Eisenhower built an elaborate fake headquarters across the channel from Calais. Details of a 



Calais invasion were deliberately leaked to known German agents. For every aerial scouting 
mission flown over Normandy, one was also flown over Calais. The Calais area was bombed as 
heavily as Normandy. The deception worked so well that even after the Normandy invasion 
began, the German divisions stayed in Calais, sure that Normandy was just a diversion. Discuss 
American espionage, intelligence, and counterintelligence operations in WWII.  
Activity: 
 
 
Pick ONE of the following people or groups that played a critical role in the Intelligence efforts 
of previous American wars and create a obituary celebrating their accomplishments: 
Navajo Code Talkers and the Unbreakable Code 
 
The Legend of Hercules Mulligan (check out the song from Hamilton mentioning Hercules 
Mulligan) 
 
The Enigma of Alan Turing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cia.gov/news-information/featured-story-archive/2008-featured-story-archive/navajo-code-talkers/index.html
https://www.cia.gov/news-information/featured-story-archive/2016-featured-story-archive/the-legend-of-hercules-mulligan.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3l7pTD49GM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N3l7pTD49GM
https://www.cia.gov/news-information/featured-story-archive/2015-featured-story-archive/the-enigma-of-alan-turing.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Part IV:  Would you make a good spy? 
Let’s test your skills…. 

Study the Intelligence Cycle learned and practiced by CIA agents: Intelligence Cycle 
when gathering intelligence on a subject.   Be prepared to be methodical and as objective 
as possible.  
Pick an older person in your household you can interview and write three paragraphs 
comparing your average day-to-day life to your subject’s life at the same age.  
What kind of questions should you ask to see the differences in your life compared to 
your subject’s life at the same point.  

Some sample questions: 
Where did you live? What did you study in school? What did you do after school? What did you 
do for fun? Where did you go with your friends? How did you communicate with your friends?  

**Tip**Family photos can also be sources of information! 
 

Contact two other students from your class and compare the data you found from your 
subjects and discuss the process for gathering information and analyzing the data. What 
would you have done differently? What additional questions should have been asked? 
What have you learned about their subject’s day-to-day lives versus your own?  
Answer the following prompts once all the data is examined and compared: 
How important is geography?  
Did your subject live in the city, suburbs, or the country going up?  
What role did geography play in how your subject grew up? What about in how you were 
raised?  
How do people decide where to live and raise families?  
What role do things like extended family, economics, and personal preference play?  
In what way has technology impacted the lives of you and your friends today versus 
when your subject was growing up?  
In what ways have school and education changed from when your subject was in school 
to your experience now? How has it stayed the same? 

https://www.cia.gov/kids-page/parents-teachers/docs/Briefing-intelligence-cycle.pdf


 
  



 
Grade: 12 (pgs 1-13)   Subject: Social 
Science  

Topic: Foreign Policy Part II 

What Are You Learning: 
Define the terms “foreign” and “domestic.”  
Distinguish between foreign and domestic policy.  
Identify the three main tools the executive branch uses for foreign policy.  
Determine how the executive and legislative branches share foreign policy powers.  
Categorize current and historical examples of foreign policy in action. 

Background and Context: 
War’s prevalence in human history is so common as to raise the question whether war or peace 
is our natural state. Theories abound about what leads to war: greed, need for economic 
growth, safety and security, nationalism, lack of accountability or responsibility, opportunities 
for wealth and prosperity, miscalculation of an enemy or circumstance. Historians for centuries 
have wrestled with these theories, and the varying themes of war have transpired across time 
and space, and the future likely holds a similar fate.  

Questions for your consideration: 
Do you know every military engagement the US military is in right now? 
What do you think are good reasons to go to war? 
What are bad reasons, in your opinion? 
Would you say most wars the US has been involved with are justified? 
Would you join the armed forces because of certain actions of foreign countries?  If so, 
which? 

Online Resources for Students: 
Why did America Go to War in the 20th Century? 
Thinking About War 
Milestones: 1914–1920 
America and World War One 
Take A Closer Look: America Goes to War 
The Korean War and American History: How the Conflict Started 
The Gulf War | FRONTLINE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.fpri.org/education/lesson-plans/america-go-war-20th-century/
https://www.fpri.org/multimedia/2017/03/thinking-about-war/
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1914-1920/wwi
https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/world-war-one/america-and-world-war-one/
https://www.nationalww2museum.org/learn/education/for-students/ww2-history/america-goes-to-war.html?referrer?referrer=https://www.google.com/
https://time.com/3915803/korean-war-1950-history/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/gulf/


 
 
 
 
 
Part I: Thoughts on War  
Study the theories of the major scholars on warfare below. 

 
Continue studying these big ideas with these interesting videos: Why Nations Go To War, War & 
Human Nature: Crash Course World History 204, War and Civilization: Crash Course World 
History 205 
 
Part II:  Why did the United States go to war in the 20th century? 
After using a variety of resources (including sources provided here, information from the videos 
and documentaries in the Resources section, and your own research) to study the four major wars 
of the 20th century (World War I, World War II, The Korean War, The Vietnam War, The 
Persian Gulf War), write a well-developed essay in which you answer the following Inquiry 
Question:  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VTiYHyKbX1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2NIgqS47m5k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2NIgqS47m5k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jdVLAG_ptQM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jdVLAG_ptQM


Why did the United States go to war in the 20th Century?  Apply the theory of ONE of 
the thinkers from the above text to the wars of the 20th Century.  Explain in your essay, 
in your own words, the thinker’s theory on why nations go to war  Use specific textual 
evidence to explain why this theory clearly illustrates the reasons why America went to 
war. You must apply the theory to the causes of each of the wars of the 20th Century  

Cite your sources of evidence.  Final Draft must be TYPED, Double-Spaced, 
Times New Roman Font, Size 12 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 



 



 



 
 





 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Part III: Test your Knowledge: 
A) Write down next to each scenario whether it is an example of a TREATY, FOREIGN AID, or 
MILITARY ACTION: 

 



 
 
 
B) The Constitution, the rulebook for the government, says who has which foreign policy 
powers. Using your notes, see if you can figure out who is responsible for which power and write 
them in the correct places in the chart below:  

Negotiates and Signs ⅔ of the Senate must approve Declares war 
 

Can send troops around the world Writes and passes bills Makes 
recommendations on  

and signs/ 
vetoes bills into law 

 



 
 


