
Paul Laurence Dunbar Elementary School
1750 N. 12th Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19122
Telephone: (215) 400-7410                                    Fax: (215) 400-7411

Dear Parent/Guardian:

Your student will be participating in the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA), a state-mandated standardized assessment on
May 3  through June 4, 2021.  The details below and the documents included with this mailing provide important information and policies, so
please take a few minutes to review them.

Included Documents

1. Frequently Asked Questions - Information for Parents or Guardians
- provides an overview of the basics of the PSSA
- explains a parent’s right to “opt out” his/her student from testing in the “May parents see the assessments?” section

2.  Keystone/PSSA Test Features and Accommodations
- defines test features and accommodations
- provides a link to the complete Accommodations Guidelines documents

3. Electronic Devices Parent Letter
- details the Pennsylvania Department of Education policy on and consequences for using cell phones and other electronic devices
during testing

School Policy on Electronic Devices

As explained in the Electronic Devices Parent Letter, all unapproved electronic devices (e.g., cell phones, smartphones, smartwatches,
cameras, etc.) and other communication devices will not be allowed during the test administration. For purposes of the Keystone/PSSA
administrations, a student observed actively engaged with an unapproved electronic device is defined as using the device. A student not
suspected of using the unapproved electronic device, but in possession of an unapproved electronic device on his/her person or placed where
one could easily access it, is di�erent from using an unapproved electronic device.

The following actions will be taken if a student is found in possession of an electronic device during testing:
● school personnel will determine if it was used to compromise the security or integrity of the test
● students that violate the ban on cell phones and other electronic devices, but did not compromise security/integrity, will be

disciplined.
● The phone or communication device will be confiscated until such time that you come to the school.  In your presence, the cell phone

or other device will be viewed to ensure that it contains no information or material about the assessment.
● Students that violate the ban on cell phones and other electronic devices will be disciplined.  If it is the first occurance, the

phone will be confiscated and must be picked up by a parent/guardian.   Thereafter, it will be held until the end of the school
year, depending on whether the test material was compromised.

The following actions will be taken if a student is found using a cell phone during testing:

,



● school personnel will determine if it was used to compromise the security or integrity of the test
● students that violate the ban on cell phones and other electronic devices, and did compromise security/integrity, will be disciplined
● a "Do Not Score" label will be applied to his/her answer booklet and the student will either have to retake the test from the beginning

or not receive a score
● the phone or communication device will be confiscated until such time that you come to the school.  In your presence, the cell phone

or other device will be viewed to ensure that it contains no information or material about the assessment
● if items on an assessment are compromised, they will have to be replaced. Parents and students may be responsible for the cost of

replacing the items

Please review the above policies carefully and discuss them with your student.  As always, we expect your full cooperation in this important
matter.

If you have questions on any of the included documents or cell phone policy, please contact me.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Dawn A. Y. Moore, Principal
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THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PHILADELPHIA
OFFICE OF ASSESSMENT : Suite 214

440 North Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA, 19130

Keystone/PSSA Test Features and Accommodations, 2020-2021
● There are certain options available to all the students during testing such as the use of extended time and

read aloud of all the items in math, science, Algebra 1, and Biology, and certain types of items in the ELA
assessment, etc.

● Options available to all students are called “test features”.
● The options available to Sp. Ed., EL, and 504 Plan students that are needed to allow them to participate in

the assessment/s are called “accommodations”.  Therefore, accommodations are practices that provide
equitable access to test items for these students.

● Accommodations are divided into 4 categories: Presentation, Response, Setting, and Timing.
● All accommodations that are available for the Keystone Examinations are also available for the PSSA.
● It is critical to note that although some accommodations may be appropriate for instructional use,

they may not be appropriate for use on a standardized assessment.
● Accommodations must match the students’ needs; students must be willing to use them; and students must

be involved in their selection (See “Supplemental Resources” in the Accommodations Guidelines for PSSA
and Keystone Exams_2021*).

● A best practice in choosing accommodations for testing is using the accommodations routinely with the
student prior to testing and documenting successful use. It is not a good practice to provide an
accommodation in an assessment situation that the student does not use on a regular basis.

Accommodations available to ELs ONLY
Three separate voluntary accommodations are allowed specifically for ELs:

● 1) Word-to-word translation dictionaries, without definitions, pictures, or internet connection ---- allowed in
Algebra 1 and Biology Keystone Examinations and Mathematics and Science PSSAs ONLY
(Available to ALL ELs irrespective of the number of years in the country)

● 2) Qualified interpreters/sight translators** ---- allowed in Algebra 1 and Biology Keystone Examinations,
Mathematics and Science PSSAs, and Text Dependent Analysis (TDA) prompts of the ELA PSSA
(Available ONLY for ELs in U. S. schools for less than 3 years)

● 3) Spanish/English test and answer booklets ---- allowed in Algebra 1 and Biology Keystone Examinations
and Mathematics and Science PSSAs
(Available ONLY for ELs in U. S. schools for less than 3 years)

NOTE: The aforementioned ELs-specific accommodations are NOT available for monitoring nor exited students.

*For more information on Test Features and Accommodations, use the following link and look in
the Accommodations section:

https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Pages/TestingInformation.aspx

** For the roles of interpreters and sight translators, go to the above link, and then click on
2021 Accommodations Guidelines for ELs. Note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, interpreters/sight
translators may not be available for the 2020-2021 PSSA and Keystone Exams.

https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Accommodations/Accommodations%20Guidelines%20for%20PSSA%20and%20Keystone%20Exams.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Accommodations/Accommodations%20Guidelines%20for%20PSSA%20and%20Keystone%20Exams.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Pages/TestingInformation.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Accommodations/Accommodations%20Guidelines%20for%20ELs.pdf



