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A  At the age of 2, a kid’s brain is as 
active as an adult’s. Between 3 and 10 
a kid’s brain is two times as active as 
an adult’s.That’s why literacy practice 
is so important! 

https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED418770
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED418770


B By age five, the average child 
from a low-income family only 
recognizes 9 letters of the 
alphabet, compared to 22 letters 
for a child from a middle-class 
family.



C
Children who read 
100,000 words a year 
are in the top 2% of 
achievement in school. 



D
During everyday loving 
interactions, like sharing books, 
telling stories, singing songs, and 
talking to one another, children 
develop language and literacy 
skills.



E
  Eighty-three percent of 
children who are not 
reading by the fourth grade 
are at risk of not graduating 
from high school on time.



F            
For the first 3 years, about 700 
connections are made each 
second between brain cells. 
That’s why reading and speaking 
to your young child is so 
important!



G
Getting ready to read skills (emergent literacy 
skills)are important skills that children need to 
develop before they can learn to read.
Some examples are speaking to your child to help 
them learn vocabulary, reading to them and 
talking about the books you’ve read.



H Help from parents is important. 
Parents who read 1 book to their 
child every day will read 2,190 books 
by the time their child is 6. That can 
help educate them for their entire 
life.



I If you read just one book a 
day to your child,

they will have read 1,825 
books by their 5th birthday.



J Just talk to your child. A child’s success in 
school can depend on the amount of talk they 
hear from birth to 3. Kids who are read to and 

spoken to early on become good readers 
later on in life.

https://www.nap.edu/catalog/6023/preventing-reading-difficulties-in-young-children
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/6023/preventing-reading-difficulties-in-young-children


K Kids who don’t read proficiently by 
the end of 3rd grade are 4 times 

more likely to dropout of school as 
their peers who do. 



L Literacy development isn’t about a small 
important period of learning, it’s more about 
a large period of learning that lasts until a 
child is 10. Even if a child doesn’t have a lot of 
exposure to language and reading at home, 
they can still catch up by doing things like, 
going to preschool, tutoring, and mentoring.



M  
 

More than 1 in 3 American 
children start 
kindergarten without the 
skills they need to learn to 
read.



N Not surprising, that because the 
way the brain develops, young 
children who are exposed to early 
language and literacy experiences 
usually go on to be good readers in 
life.



O On average, children in families with 
low incomes have heard less 
language and up to 30 million fewer 
words than their more wealthy 
peers by age 3.



P Playing with parents and siblings is 
an awesome way for children to 

start to develop early literacy skills. 
They will learn these skills by talking 
and participating in conversations.



Q

 

 Questioning if the first three 
years are important? Infants and 
toddlers begin learning thousands 
of words they’ll use throughout 
their entire lives during this time 
period. 



R Reading every day is important! 
According to The Literacy Project 

Foundation, about half of kids from birth 
to five years old (47.8%) are read to 

every day by their parents or family 
members.

http://www.reachoutandread.org/FileRepository/RORChartbook.pdf
http://www.reachoutandread.org/FileRepository/RORChartbook.pdf


S Start reading, if you haven’t started 
yet. It is important for you to read 
because it develops the mind. 
Teaching young children to read 
helps them develop their language 
skills. It also helps them learn to 
listen.  



T “The National Center for Education Statistics 
(NCES) found that children who were read to 
frequently are also more likely to: count to 20, or 
higher than those who were not (60% vs. 44%), 
write their own names (54% vs. 40%), read or 
pretend to read (77% vs. 57%)”- According to The 
Literacy Project Foundation 

https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2000/2000062.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/pubs2000/2000062.pdf


U

 

Unbelievable that 50% of Americans 
cannot read a book written at an 8th 
grade level. That is why it is so important 
to start reading early and to make 
reading an important part of your home.



V
Versus not reading, why 
is reading so important?

Reading can help 
you communicate 
better in person 
and even help you 
get a better job, 
like being a doctor 
or a scientist. 



W Why do we have to read? 
Reading keep us entertained. 
If you read 20 minutes a day, you 
will read about 1,000,000 words a 
year!!! 
*That’s if you read 136 words per minute. That would be like a 5th 
grader at the end of the year.



X

 

Exposure early is 
important, by 3, about 

85% of the brain is 
developed. 

http://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/specialsummary_rev2011_02_2.pdf
http://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/specialsummary_rev2011_02_2.pdf
http://nieer.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/specialsummary_rev2011_02_2.pdf


Y
Young children who are read to, 
sung to, and talked to from a 
young age have bigger 
vocabularies, become better 
readers, and typically do well in 
school.



Z Zero books at home prevents 
children from reading. You 
can borrow books for free by 
joining your local public 
library.
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