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Agenda
● About ERA and the Research Roundup Webinar Series 
● Part 1: Special Education and English Learner Students in our Data and 

Research
● Part 2: District- and School-Level Variation in Enrollment of Students in 

Special Education
● Part 3: Diversity of English Learners in Data and Research
● Q & A

Please introduce 
yourself in the 

chat!

This webinar is being recorded.
The recording and a PDF of the slide deck will be 

available at: philasd.org/research/roundup
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http://philasd.org/research/roundup
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Evaluation
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Supports Office
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Office of Data Governance
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http://philasd.org/era


Evaluation, Research, and Accountability

schoolprofiles.philasd.org

philasd.org/opendata
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http://schoolprofiles.philasd.org
http://philasd.org/opendata


Evaluation, Research, and Accountability

philasd.org/era/goals-and-guardrails

philasd.org/era/assessment/
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http://philasd.org/era/goals-and-guardrails
http://philasd.org/era/assessment/


Office of Research and Evaluation
philasd.org/research

philasd.org/dws

philasd.org/research/programsservices/reports/
phledresearch.org/
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http://philasd.org/research
http://philasd.org/research/programsservices/reports/
http://phledresearch.org/


What is a Research Roundup?

● Monthly webinar series with a 
topical focus

● Work in progress
● Sign up to be notified when 

webinars are scheduled and 
when recordings are available

www.philasd.org/research/roundup  
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Roundup Topics so far

March Literacy 
Performance in 
Grades K-3

April Math Performance 
in Grades 3-8

May 9th Grade “On 
Track” Rates and 
High School 
Graduation

June Food Insecurity in 
the School District 
of Philadelphia

https://www.philasd.org/research/roundup


Goals for This Presentation
Attendees will better understand:

1. Special Education and English Learner (EL) Students in 
Our Data and Research

2. District- and School-Level Landscape of Students in 
Special Education

3. Diversity of the Landscape of ELs 

4. Research on two Programs that Support ELs
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Part 1: Special Education and English Learner 
Students in our Data and Research
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Our Reports: The Big Picture
Usually, our public reports provide a District-level perspective

1. Within that, we often disaggregate—but in a limited way

a. Organizationally (e.g., by Learning Network)

b. Demographically (e.g., by Race/Ethnicity, Gender) 
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What The Big Picture Can Miss
Top-Level demographic categories:

1. Always have a “data story.” Every data point comes from 
a real-world collection process.

2. Can obscure variation within those categories

Today we are going to dig deeper into two important student 

groups—English Learners and Special Education Students
11



Part 2a: District-level view of Special 
Education Students 
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Special Education Landscape
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In 2021-22, 15.9% or 18,257 SDP students had an Individualized Education Plan (IEP).

After an evaluation to determine if a student qualifies for an IEP, they can be classified with a Primary Disability, 
Secondary Disability, and a Tertiary Disability.

Source: https://www.philasd.org/performance/programsservices/open-data/school-information/#district_enrollment

Disabilities include: 
● Autism
● Developmental Delay 
● Emotional Disturbance
● Hearing Impaired including Deafness
● Intellectual Disability
● Multiple Disabilities
● Orthopedic Impairment
● Other Health Impairment
● Specific Learning Disability
● Speech or Language Impairment
● Traumatic Brain Injury
● Visual Impairment including Blindness



Trends in More Common and Less Common Disabilities in SDP 
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97% of SDP students with an IEP had more common Primary Disabilities, such as Specific Learning Disability, 
Autism, or Speech or Language Impairment. 

3% of SDP students with an IEP had less common Primary Disabilities, such as Hearing Impaired including Deafness, 
and Traumatic Brain Injury.

Source: Qlik Enrollment - Oct 1 Snapshot, Details sheet. Sourced 7-14-22

Between about 18,000 to 22,000 students attending SDP schools had a Primary Disability from 2014-15 to 2021-22.

More common disabilities Less common disabilities 



Trends in Most Common Disabilities in SDP 

15Source: Qlik Enrollment - Oct 1 Snapshot, Details sheet. Sourced 7-14-22

37%-48% of SDP students with an IEP were classified with a Specific Learning Disability. 

In comparison, 33%-40% of SDP students with an IEP were classified with Autism, an Intellectual Disability, or a 
Speech or Language Impairment. 



Trends in Primary Disabilities by Gender

16Source: Qlik Enrollment - Oct 1 Snapshot, Details sheet. Sourced 7-14-22

Across years, about 33% of students with an IEP were female and about 67% were male.

Between 6%-9% of female students were classified with Autism, compared with 15%-20% of male students.

In comparison, between 50%-56% of female students were classified with a Specific Learning Disability, compared 
with 35%-44% of male students.



Primary Disabilities in 2021-22 by Race/Ethnicity

17Source: Qlik Enrollment - Oct 1 Snapshot, Details sheet. Sourced 7-14-22

In 2021-22, 56% of students with an IEP were Black/African American, and Black/African American students made 
up 47% of the District at large. 

In comparison, 3% of students with an IEP were Asian, and 10% of District students were Asian.



Primary Disabilities in 2021-22 by Race/Ethnicity

18Source: Qlik Enrollment - Oct 1 Snapshot, Details sheet. Sourced 7-14-22

In 2021-22, 41%-46% of Black/African American students and Hispanic/Latino students with an IEP were classified 
with a Specific Learning Disability. 

In comparison, 23%-35% of Asian students, Multi-Racial/Other students, and White students with an IEP were 
classified with Autism. 



Primary Disabilities in 2021-22 by Race/Ethnicity and Gender
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Source: Qlik Enrollment - Oct 1 Snapshot, Details sheet. Sourced 7-14-22

In 2021-22, 43%-54% (about 2,800 students) of Black/African American, Hispanic/Latino, and White female students 
and 34%-38% (about 4,000 students) of male students with an IEP were classified with a Specific Learning Disability. 

In 2021-22, 14%-23% (about 200 students) of Asian, Multi-Racial/Other, and White female students and 25%-36% 
(about 900 students) of male students with an IEP were classified with Autism. 



Part 2b: School-level view of Special 
Education Students
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Special Education Landscape: School Level
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In 2021-22, 15.9% of SDP students had an IEP. However, this does not mean the Special Education population at 
every school makes up 15.9% of the school.

Source: https://www.philasd.org/performance/programsservices/open-data/school-information/#district_enrollment, Qlik 
Enrollment - Oct 1 Snapshot, Details sheet. Sourced 7-14-22

97 schools had a Special Education population that was 15% or less of the school population.



Special Education Landscape: School Level
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In 2021-22, 15.9% of SDP students had an IEP. However, this does not mean the Special Education population at 
every school makes up 15.9% of the school.

Source: https://www.philasd.org/performance/programsservices/open-data/school-information/#district_enrollment, Qlik 
Enrollment - Oct 1 Snapshot, Details sheet. Sourced 7-14-22

97 schools had a Special Education population that was 15% or less of the school population.

119 schools had a Special Education population that was more than 15% of the school population.



School-Level by Primary Disability
Between 29%-39% of the SDP population with an IEP were classified with a Specific Learning Disability. 

Source: Qlik Enrollment - Oct 1 Snapshot, Details sheet. Sourced 7-14-22
Note: The group “35%+ of the school has an IEP” includes Widener Memorial, in which 100% of students have an IEP.

Of schools where 26% or more of the students have an IEP, 20% or more this population has an Intellectual Disability. 
27 schools are catchment high schools
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School-Level by Primary Disability
Between 29%-39% of the SDP population with an IEP has a Specific Learning Disability as their primary disability. 

Source: Qlik Enrollment - Oct 1 Snapshot, Details sheet. Sourced 7-14-22
Note: The group “35%+ of the school has an IEP” includes Widener Memorial, in which 100% of students have an IEP.

Of schools where 26% or more of the students have an IEP, 20% or more this population has an Intellectual Disability. 

In contrast, of schools where 10% or fewer of the population has an IEP, 28% have a Speech or Language Impairment. 

15 schools are 
criteria-based schools
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Part 3a: District-level view of English 
Learners
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Who is an English Learner (EL)?
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1. Policy 138: “students who are learning English as an additional 
language” 

2. ACCESS - language proficiency test 
3. Levels - based on screener (WIDA) or ACCESS
4. “Graduating” to former EL
5. Home Language - what the data point means and some limitations

a. Primary home language other than English - triggers screener to 
determine eligibility for ESOL services

b. Also does not necessarily capture nuances of dialect



District Enrollment Trends

● Overall, District enrollment has declined
○ But enrollment of Current ELs has increased (both in terms of 

number and percentage of overall enrollment).

● At the same time, number and percent of Former EL’s has decreased
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Changing Enrollment of English Learners
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District Enrollment Trends
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District Enrollment Trends (Current ELs)
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● Largest increases in 
grades 5-8

● Smallest increases in 
early grades

● High school grades 
in-between



District Enrollment Trends (Former ELs)
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● Largest decreases in 
grades 3-6

● Inconsistent (but 
smaller) decreases in 
grades 7-12

● Very few Former ELs 
in grades K-2 (which 
makes sense)



Part 3b: Diversity within the SDP EL 
population
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Which school has a more diverse EL 
population?
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Frankford HS

● 216 ELs 
● 18 different home languages

z

Robert Pollock School

● 99 ELs 
● 18 different home languages



Which school has a more diverse EL 
population?
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Frankford HS

● 216 ELs 
● 18 different home languages

z

Robert Pollock School

● 99 ELs 
● 18 different home languages

Source: Qlik Enrollment Oct 1 Snapshot App, accessed February 3, 2022



Measuring linguistic diversity
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SDP Linguistic Diversity Indicator (LDI):
the number of home languages required to account for 80% of English 

Learners in a given school or population
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Measuring linguistic diversity

The 6 most 
common 
languages + 
about half of the 
7th account for 
80% of SDP ELs

Source: Qlik Enrollment Oct 1 Snapshot App, accessed February 3, 2022

SDP Linguistic Diversity Indicator in 2021-22 = 6.55

z
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Measuring linguistic diversity

School-level LDI (for English Learners) 

● Average school LDI: 2.60 
○ School average is lower than District average because students of different 

backgrounds are not evenly distributed
● Range: 0.80 to 8.81

○ Values is below 1 when 80% or more ELs speak the same home language
○ 32 schools in 2021-22 received a value  of 0.80 (100% of ELs had the same 

identified home language)
○ Schools with no ELs would not receive an LDI
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Measuring linguistic diversity
Potential uses of LDI 
● EL programming (e.g. heritage language offerings), resource allocation
● Research (e.g. school climate, equity, inclusion)
● Guardrail 1 - welcoming environments
● Guardrail 3 - parent/guardian engagement (language access) 

Considerations
● # ELs and specific home languages remain important
● Language access: the “80%” in LDI does not mean the remaining 20% of 

students are not important 
● An LDI of <1 does not mean a school’s ELs are not diverse



Racial/ethnic diversity among EL students 
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Number of ELs classified in each major race/ethnicity in 2019-20 
(n = 16,724)

Note: Multiracial/Other includes ELs classified as Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, American 
Indian/Alaskan Native, and Unknown.

● EL students who share the 
same home language may not 
identify or be identified with the 
same race/ethnicity

● There is substantial diversity 
among EL students with each 
racial/ethnic identification



Hispanic/Latinx 
(n=9,245)

Home languages of ELs by identified race/ethnicity (2019-20)
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Asian 
(n=3,659)

White
(n=2,116)

*This category includes 575 Asian-identifying ELs, speaking 44 additional home languages.
**There were an additional 166 White-identifying ELs, speaking a total of 39 additional home languages.

Not homogenous!
● Indigenous languages may be 

undercounted (especially in 
multilingual families)

● Diverse cultural backgrounds 



Portuguese and Arabic speaking students have 
varied race/ethnicity identifications
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Portuguese speakers 
(n=1,115 in 2019-20 )

Arabic speakers 
(n=795 in 2019-20)

● 6.7% of ELs in 2019-20
● Common countries of birth*: Brazil, U.S., Portugal 

● 4.8% of ELs in 2019-20
● Common countries of birth*: U.S., Syrian Arab 

Republic, Egypt, Iraq, Sudan, Jordan, Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, Algeria*Countries listed in more than 25 student records.



Part 3c: Evaluations of programs that 
support ELs 
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Together is Better (TIB)
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TIB Evaluation Key Findings from 2017-2020

● After implementation, co-planning was more frequent, more teachers reported knowledge 
of differentiation in the literacy block, and more teachers reported receiving needed 
professional development.

● Teachers reported benefits to English Learners (ELs) in their classrooms. Both ESOL and 
general education teachers attributed benefits of co-teaching to the individualized and 
small-group instruction. However, teachers expressed concerns about supporting Level 1 
and Level 2 ELs in a co-teaching model. 
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Implementation and Outcomes of the Together is Better Program, 2017-20

https://www.philasd.org/research/2020/11/13/implementation-and-outcomes-of-the-together-is-better-program-2017-20/


Quality Teaching for English Learners (QTEL)
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https://www.qtel.wested.org/


QTEL Evaluation Key Findings, 2019-2021

● After one year of QTEL, participants generally reported frequently engaging in the 
classroom practices that QTEL emphasized and supported.   

● Lack of common planning time devoted to QTEL practices was the most frequently cited 
challenge to implementing QTEL practices, followed by variation in student need, and 
large class sizes.
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Quality Teaching for English Learners (QTEL) Summer Institute: 2020-21 Implementation Report
Quality Teaching for English Learners (QTEL): 2019-20 Implementation Report

https://www.philasd.org/research/2021/03/30/quality-teaching-for-english-learners-qtel-summer-institute-2020-21-implementation-report/
https://www.philasd.org/research/2021/02/16/quality-teaching-for-english-learners-qtel-2019-20-implementation-report/


Additional Research-Related Resources
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Where to find data?
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School Profiles and Open Data (Enrollment and Demographics)



49

ORE Briefs & Reports on ELs
● English Learner (EL) Enrollment Trends in the 

School District of Philadelphia: 2015-16 to 2019-20
● A New Way to Measure School-Level Linguistic 

Diversity
● Exploratory Analysis of English Learners’ Identified 

Race/Ethnicity and Home Language in the School 
District of Philadelphia, 2019-20

● Implementation and Outcomes of the Together is 
Better Program, 2017-20

● Quality Teaching for English Learners (QTEL) 
Summer Institute: 2020-21 Implementation Report

● Quality Teaching for English Learners (QTEL): 
2019-20 Implementation Report

ORE Briefs & Reports on 
Special Education
● Special Education in the School District of 

Philadelphia: Recognizing the Landscape, 
2019-20 

Program Office Resources
● ELD instructional guide
● Policy 138 and Policy 139

https://www.philasd.org/research/2022/06/23/english-learner-el-enrollment-trends-in-the-school-district-of-philadelphia-2015-16-to-2019-20/
https://www.philasd.org/research/2022/06/23/english-learner-el-enrollment-trends-in-the-school-district-of-philadelphia-2015-16-to-2019-20/
https://www.philasd.org/research/2022/04/13/a-new-way-to-measure-school-level-linguistic-diversity/
https://www.philasd.org/research/2022/04/13/a-new-way-to-measure-school-level-linguistic-diversity/
https://www.philasd.org/research/2022/06/23/exploratory-analysis-of-english-learners-identified-race-ethnicity-and-home-language-in-the-school-district-of-philadelphia-2019-20/
https://www.philasd.org/research/2022/06/23/exploratory-analysis-of-english-learners-identified-race-ethnicity-and-home-language-in-the-school-district-of-philadelphia-2019-20/
https://www.philasd.org/research/2022/06/23/exploratory-analysis-of-english-learners-identified-race-ethnicity-and-home-language-in-the-school-district-of-philadelphia-2019-20/
https://www.philasd.org/research/2020/11/13/implementation-and-outcomes-of-the-together-is-better-program-2017-20/
https://www.philasd.org/research/2020/11/13/implementation-and-outcomes-of-the-together-is-better-program-2017-20/
https://www.philasd.org/research/2021/03/30/quality-teaching-for-english-learners-qtel-summer-institute-2020-21-implementation-report/
https://www.philasd.org/research/2021/03/30/quality-teaching-for-english-learners-qtel-summer-institute-2020-21-implementation-report/
https://www.philasd.org/research/2021/02/16/quality-teaching-for-english-learners-qtel-2019-20-implementation-report/
https://www.philasd.org/research/2021/02/16/quality-teaching-for-english-learners-qtel-2019-20-implementation-report/
https://www.philasd.org/research/2021/10/18/special-education-in-the-school-district-of-philadelphia-recognizing-the-landscape-2019-20/
https://www.philasd.org/research/2021/10/18/special-education-in-the-school-district-of-philadelphia-recognizing-the-landscape-2019-20/
https://www.philasd.org/research/2021/10/18/special-education-in-the-school-district-of-philadelphia-recognizing-the-landscape-2019-20/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MG2eNGLNOZVbCMrMbDOURzdeZmuEQc97mtKTz98R2tY/edit#heading=h.cz9hjk2ci90n
https://webapps1.philasd.org/downloads/tdm/SDP_Language_Policy_138.pdf
https://www.philasd.org/schoolboard/wp-content/uploads/sites/892/2022/07/Policy_139_Supporting-Language-Accessibility-6.23.22.pdf


Q&A
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Join our mailing list to be notified when recordings are available and when webinars are 
scheduled. We also welcome your suggestions for future topics. Link in the chat!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSemOg5tXVEgDf2CmlwIZw1vrv78gw2bw-NQgbcdatPOv7WXBA/viewform

