E E Philadelphia Research Roundup
Education October 26, 2022

m ’ .| Research
b Consortium

Changing the Finish Line: Implications of new graduation
requirements in the School District of Philadelphia




Agenda

About the Research Roundup Webinars
About PERC

Part 1: Updated pathways/
requirements to graduation in PA

Part 2: Using past Keystone data and
applying it to the new requirements

Part 3: Implications of study findings
and related resources

Q&A

This webinar is being recorded.

The recording and a PDF of the slide deck will be available at:

philasd.org/research/roundup

Changing the Finish Line:
Implications of new graduation requirements in
the School District of Philadelphia

Research for Action

School District of Philadelphia

:/Iphledresearch.org/changing-the-finish-line/

PE
RIC

Philadelphia
Education
Research
Consortium



http://philasd.org/research/roundup
https://phledresearch.org/changing-the-finish-line/

What is a Research Roundup?

e Monthly webinar series with a topical
focus

e Videos and slide decks available from
previous sessions

e Sign up to be notified when webinars are
scheduled and when recordings are
available

www.philasd.org/research/roundup
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About PERC
ﬂ E Philadelphia Education

G Research Consortium

1. Provide District offices with
research to support students through
bureaucratic and data infrastructure

improvement

PERC Approach
2 to Research:
Primary Partners Develop and execute a

research agenda that is the general public, educators,
community-informed, equity and policymakers to help
Research Office of Research and focused and based on a critical stakeholders navigate and shape
for Action : analysis in collaboration broader systems that support
(community-connected, Ev.alu.atlm} a:]!:lhe thO,OI with district staff. education in Philadelphia
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research nonprofit) \ o S

org and knowledge broker)

3. Generate new knowledge for

Secondary Partners
External-to-district educational
stakeholders, including city officials,
philanthropic and advocacy orgs, and
students and families

Secondary Partners
District central office and school-level
staff with decision-making authority

related to problems of practice




Goals for This Presentation

Attendees will better understand:

1.
2.

New pathways to graduation in Pennsylvania (Act 158)

How historical cohorts of high school students would
have performed on the Keystone-specific pathways to
graduation

Implications of the study findings and additional related
resources



Part 1: Updated pathways/requirements
for graduation in PA
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Act 158 of 2018 _

e Additional requirements to pre-existing statewide and
District-wide graduation requirements.

e Requires passing three Keystone subject courses AND attaining
proficiency on the three end-of-course Keystone Exams OR
proficiency on alternatives in order for a student to achieve
statewide graduation requirements.

e Requirements go into effect for the graduating class of 2023.



Snapshot of
PA Graduation
Pathways
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For more information visit http:/philasd.org/gradreq
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Graduation Pathways 1 & 2 =

1. Keystone Proficiency: Receive at least a Proficient or Advanced score (1500 or
better) in all three Keystone exams.

2. Keystone Composite: Take all three Keystone exams
e At least one Proficient or Advanced score
e Composite score of at least 4452
e No Below Basic scores
e This is the equivalent of earning Proficient or Advanced on two exams and Basic
on one exam, or earning Basic on two exams and Advanced on one exam.

Subject Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced
Biology 1200-1459 1460-1499 1500-1548 1549-1800
Algebra 1200-1438 1439-1499 1500-1545 1546-1800
Literature 1200-1443 1444-1499 1500-1583 1584-1800




Graduation Pathway 2: Examples

Examples

Subject Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced
Biology 1200-1459 1460-1499 1500-1548 1549-1800
Algebra 1200-1438 1439-1499 1500-1545 1546-1800
Literature 1200-1443 1444-1499 1500-1583 1584-1800

Keystone Composite: Take all three Keystone exams with at least one Proficient or Advanced
score, a composite score of at least 4452, and no Below Basic scores.This is the equivalent of
earning Proficient or Advanced on two exams and Basic on one exam, or earning Basic on two

exams and one Advanced exam.

Example Biology Algebra Literature | Composite Pathway 2
Student A | 1500 (Prof) | 1500 (Prof) | 1452 (Basic) 4452 Met requirement
Student B | 1460 (Basic) | 1546 (Adv) @ 1446 (Basic) 4452 Met requirement
Student C | 1460 (Basic) 1392 (BB) | 1600 (Adv) 4452 Did not meet
Student D | 1451 (Basic) | 1500 (Prof) | 1500 (Prof) 4451 Did not meet
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Part 2: Introducing the New PERC Report

Changing the Finish Line: Implications of new graduation
requirements in the School District of Philadelphia



Research Questions

1. How can we use historical district data to inform
conversations about how Pennsylvania’s Act 158 might
impact graduation rates in Philadelphia?

2. How might the new policy shape inequities in pathways to
graduation?
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What data did the study use?

Students in their third year of high school enrolled in the SDP in the
expected graduating classes of 2018 and 2019

Students who took at least one Keystone associated course or
attempted at least one Keystone exam (Algebra, Biology, Literature)

Of the 18,275 students in these cohorts, 16,379 were included in
the sample

13



What the Study Examined:

e Keystone exam performance in the classes of 2018
and 2019

o How many and which students would have met the Keystone pathways?

e Students who we classify as “almost” meeting a
Keystone graduation pathway

e Keystone graduation pathways by student groups and
individual SDP schools

e Historical data from a low-stakes, pre-pandemic
testing environment



Finding 1: Just over one-third of students in the historical sample would have

achieved Keystone scores sufficient to pass the Keystone graduation

pathways under the new policy.

Attempted at Least 1 Keystone
Exam or completed at least
one Keystone-associated
course (N=16,379)

... 100%

Attempted All Three
Keystone Exams:
Biology, Literature, Algebra

75%

Would Have Met Either
Keystones Graduation
Pathway

Would Have Met
Keystones Proficiency
Pathway:

Received 1500 or betterin
each exam

35%

Would Have Met Keystones

Composite Pathway:

Scored at least Basic on all three exams and
Proficient or Advanced on at least one exam,
received composite score of 4452 or higher
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Finding 2: An additional 10% of students would have almost met graduation
requirements through Keystone pathways, needing to earn a Basic on only one
additional exam to meet the Keystone requirements to graduate, had they been

in place.
16,379
students
(100%)
in the research
sample

would have met Students almost meeting
Keystones Graduation Keystone pathway
requirements in this report
meet this definition.

Pathway 1or 2

5,696
students (35%)

r
10,683 students (27%

!

took at least two
students (65%)\) | tora s
would have not Basic score ld have needed to take/retake two
met requirements or above exams or earn higher than a Basic score of
for Keystones 1484 on a single exam.
Graduation

Pathway 1or 2

6,314
students (39%)

would have needed
to take/retake two
or three exams

or pursue the
alternative
pathways
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Finding 3: For future cohorts of District students, we estimate that over half
will need targeted support to dramatically improve their Keystones
performance or may need to pursue alternative pathways to graduate.

5,696

students (35%) )
would have met Students almost meeting
Keystones Graduation Keystone pathway.
Pathway 1 or 2 requirements in this report
16,379 meet this definition.
students .
(100%) §
in thel research R DR
sample
P 4,369
10,683 students (27%
students (65%) | | Sovaett i 2,708 students (17%)
would have not Basic score “would have needed to take/retake two
met requirements or above exams or earn higher than a Basic score of
for Keystones 1484 on a single exam.
Graduation
Pathway 1o0r 2

students (39%)
would have needed
to take/retake two
or three exams
or pursue the
altehmative
athways
\P Y




Finding 4: This significant policy shift likely has equity implications for all
schools in the District, but especially those serving many structurally
disadvantaged students.

Traditional Schools (N=16379) —————@® @
% 35% 45%
ernative Sci 47

29% 39%

Male (N=8,091) — @ - ®
40% 51%
Female (N=8288) ————@® @

24% 32%
Hispanic or Latino (N=2970) ———@ ©
31% 40%
Black or African American (N=8,738) —————@ ©
’ 43% 58%
White (N=2107)) ———————@ ®

48% 60%
Q@

All
BySex Students

Multi-racial or Other (N=721)

By Race/Ethnicity

. 56% 70%
Asian (N=1,843) L J 2]

Special Education (N=2,242) —@@

8%
English Learner (N=1,548) —@ ®13%
31% 40%
Economically Disadvantaged (N=9,459) ————@ ©
41% 53%
Non-Economically Disadvantaged (N=6700) ————————@ @

@ Percent of students who would have met graduatton requxrements through Keystone palhways
@ re of students ould have almost met graduation requirements through Keystone pa
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Finding 5: For most of the schools in the School District of Philadelphia, a
substantial share of students would not graduate through Keystone pathways
if the historical trends represented in the report continue.

Percentage of students who would have met graduation requirements

O

@ SR et > Less than 25%

% @ S ® - g
O o N ° < . 56 schools

e

\ ® 3 a 8 schools
® ® @ ,’/ ) . -
, .. 5 P y 50%-74%

& o — 10 schools
> @°
( /
‘@ Philahi;‘a 75% or higher
Ui Darby X 1

& schools

|

https://phledresearch.orq/keystones-map/
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Part 3: Implications of the Study
Findings & Additional Resources



Implications

To support all students toward graduation, execute a dual strategy aimed at
both the Keystone and alternative graduation pathways

Identify seniors in the graduating class of 2023 who are not on track to meet
the Keystone graduation pathway, and connect them to supports to pursue
alternate pathways

Identify realistic interventions for 11th grade
students who are close to meeting the
Keystone-associated graduation pathways

Moving forward, provide guidance on timing
for when to pursue alternative pathways
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ORE & PERC Briefs & Reports
on HS and Graduation

e (Changing the Finish Line: Implications of new graduation
requirements in the School District of Philadelphia

e Changing Requirements in Pennsylvania for High School
Graduation: A Research Brief on Pennsylvania Act 158

e High School Graduation in Philadelphia: 12 Key Questions

e Recovering Credits in the School District of Philadelphia: High
School Student Credit Recovery Utilization in 2018-19

e  Getting Back on Track: How Off-Track Ninth Graders Progressed in
Later Years of High School, Class of 2017 and 2018

e  Summary of 2020-21 High School Graduation Rates in Philadelphia

e Summary of 2019-20 High School Graduation Rates in Philadelphia

e From Ninth Grade On-Track to College Matriculation: The Path of
the 2015-16 SDP Ninth-Grade Cohort

Resources

e PDE Graduation Toolkit
e SDP State Graduation Requirements

Toolkit (Act 158) (schools have access)
e Partner Toolkit

Family/student-facing website &

information sessions/office hours

2022-2023

PARTNERING
FOR
GRADUATION
SUCCESS

TOOLKIT
EVERYTING
* % #

You need to Know

ABQUT

Partnering

F., THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF
al PHILADELPHIA

OFFICE OF ACADEMIC SUPPORTS
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Q&A

to be notified when recordings are available and when webinars are
scheduled. We also welcome your suggestions for future topics. Link in the chat!
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