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SCHOOL REFORM COMMISSION
PUBLIC MEETING
PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS
MAY 25, 2017
I.

SCHOOL REFORM COMMISSION

SRC-1 (Attached)
Adopts an amended Operating Budget for 2016/2017 and an Operating Budget for 2017/2018
SRC-2 (Attached)
Adopts an amended Capital Budget for 2016/2017 and an amended Capital Program for 2017-2022
and Adopts a Capital Budget for 2017/2018 and a Capital Program for 2018-2023
SRC-3 (Attached)
Approves an agreement with the Philadelphia Intermediate Unit to provide an educational
program and auxiliary services to nonpublic school students for 2017/2018
SRC-4 (Updated 5.25.17)
Proposed Action on Revised Charter Application – Deep Roots Charter School
WHEREAS, on or about November 15, 2016, an application ("Application") was submitted for Deep
Roots Charter School to the Charter Schools Office of The School District of Philadelphia ("School
District") to start a charter school and public hearings were held on the Application in December 2016
and January 2017; and
WHEREAS, by Resolution SRC-1, approved on February 8, 2017, the School Reform Commission
("SRC") denied the Application; and
WHEREAS, on April 10, 2017, a Revised Application was submitted to the Charter Schools Office; now
be it
RESOLVED, that, pursuant to the representations, statements and materials contained in the Application,
the Revised Application and the concluding document submitted by Deep Roots Charter School and made
during the public hearings by representatives for Deep Roots Charter School, the SRC hereby grants a
Charter to "Deep Roots Charter School" to operate a public charter school serving Kindergarten through
Grade 8 for a five-year period commencing on July 1, 2018 and ending on June 30, 2023, provided that
Deep Roots Charter School (“Charter School”) submits the following documentation (“Required
Documentation”) to the Charter Schools Office no later than December 31, 2017:
1.
A Code of Student Conduct compliant with all Pennsylvania Public School Code Chapter 12
requirements, in a form acceptable to the Charter Schools Office;
2.
An Admissions Policy and Process which complies with the Public School Code and Charter
School Law and which includes provisions on application deadlines, recruitment communications,
including details on methods to be used to recruit students in an applicable attendance zone, lottery
preferences, requested or required enrollment documents, lottery dates, and results, in a form that is
acceptable to the Charter Schools Office. The Admissions Policy and Process shall provide that if seats
open during the school year or between school years for Kindergarten through Grade 8, the Charter
School shall accept new students from the waiting list in appropriate order for particular grades or new
applicants if there are no applicants for that grade on the waiting list. The Admissions Policy and Process
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also shall provide that the Charter School shall provide a copy of its current waiting list at any time during
the Term of the Charter within ten (10) business days after requested by the Charter Schools Office;
3.
Bylaws adopted by the Charter School Board of Trustees which provide: (i) that all meetings,
including emergency and special meetings, of the Board and Board committees shall be held and publicly
noticed in accordance with the Sunshine Act; (ii) that actions by committees of the Board shall not
constitute action of and cannot bind the Board of Trustees or the Charter School; and (iii) that members of
the Board shall not be removed without cause;
and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Charter School shall submit the following documentation (“Required
Documentation”) to the Charter Schools Office no later than June 1, 2018:
1.
Evidence that the Charter School’s school leader identified in the Revised Application holds an
administrator certification valid in the state of Pennsylvania or the name, resume and proof of certification
for an alternate school leader who is directly employed as a full-time school based leader, certified in
Pennsylvania;
2.
Evidence that the Charter School has appropriately budgeted for and hired a certified instructional
staff consistent with Pennsylvania requirements for staff certification and expected student enrollment
levels, including but not limited to English as a Second Language and special education staff; and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Charter for the Charter School shall contain the following terms and
conditions:
1.
The Charter School shall be authorized to operate only as a Kindergarten to Grade 8 charter
school starting in the 2018-2019 school year with a maximum enrollment of 300 students in Kindergarten
through Grade 4 in 2018-2019, 360 students in Kindergarten through Grade 5 in 2019-2020, 420 students
in Kindergarten through Grade 6 in 2020-2021, 480 students in Kindergarten through Grade 7 in 20212022, and 540 students in Kindergarten through Grade 8 in 2022-2023 and any renewal of the Charter,
unless the parties agree in writing to other terms. Under no circumstances will the Charter School request
payment from either the School District or the Pennsylvania Department of Education for more students
than set forth herein or enroll students in different grades, without authorization by the SRC by resolution
approved at a public meeting;
2.
The Charter School shall participate in the School District’s charter school performance
framework and monitoring system as set forth in the School District charter school policies and
procedures and any amendments thereto. The charter school performance framework will include annual
evaluations of the Charter School’s academic, financial, and organizational performance. The Charter
School agrees to submit or allow to be submitted to the Charter Schools Office all student level academic
information and any school-level data required for assessment of academic and organizational
performance as part of the charter school performance framework and monitoring system; and
3.
If the Charter School achieves a ranking in the bottom two levels on the School District’s School
Progress Report, or its subsequent replacement, during any year of the term of the Charter, the Charter
Schools Office may require that the Charter School meet certain specific student achievement targets and
participate in ongoing progress reporting; and
4.
If by the end of its third year of operation, as reported after the end of the third school year, the
Charter School has not (i) achieved Grade 4 Science PSSA proficiency at or above two of the following
three averages: the School District average, the charter school sector average, or the Charter School's SPR
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Peer Group average (or subsequent peer group developed by the School District), and (ii) demonstrated
growth above the Pennsylvania State standard (currently measured by the Average Growth Index (AGI)
as >-1.0), the Charter School must submit to the Charter Schools Office evidence of data-driven
instructional shifts and any planned curricular changes to the Science curriculum; and
5.
By June 30, 2019, the Charter School shall submit to the Charter Schools Office a report
documenting the percentage of students enrolled in the Charter School as of October 1, 2018 who
remained enrolled throughout the 2018-2019 school year; the number of students who received at least
one out-of-school suspension during the 2018-2019 school year; the total number of out-of-school
suspensions during the 2018-19 school year; and the total number of days of out-of-school suspension
during the 2018-19 school year; and be it
FURTHER RESOLVED, that the written Charter shall be issued to the Charter School upon the Charter
Schools Office’s receipt of satisfactory Required Documentation as set forth above, which Charter shall
be signed by the Charter School on or before June 1, 2018. The SRC hereby delegates authority to
determine compliance with the requirements of this Resolution to the Chief of Staff of the SRC. Failure
of the Charter School to submit satisfactory Required Documentation or to sign the Charter by June 1,
2018, or by the end of any extension period granted by the SRC Chief of Staff, shall void this Resolution
and shall cause the SRC to re-vote on the Revised Application within thirty (30) days after June 1, 2018,
or the expiration of any extension period, whichever is later. Notice of voiding this Resolution for failure
to submit the Required Documentation or the signed Charter shall be issued by the Chair of the SRC.
Notwithstanding these provisions, the Charter granted herein will not take effect until the written Charter
has been signed and delivered by the Chair of the SRC and the Chair of the Charter School's Board of
Trustees, or another duly designated member of the Board.
SRC-5 (Updated 5.25.17)
Proposed Adoption of Adjudication – Laboratory Charter School of Communication and
Languages
WHEREAS, by Resolution No. SRC-12, approved on May 1, 2017, the School Reform Commission
denied the Amendment Request of Laboratory Charter School for Communication and Languages
(“Charter School”) to change the location of the Charter School; NOW BE IT
RESOLVED, that the SRC adopts the attached Adjudication as the reasons for its decision to deny the
Charter School’s Amendment Request.
II.

EDUCATION SUPPORT SERVICES

A-1 (Added 5.23.17)
Operating Budget: Amendment of Lease Agreement with 18 South Seventh Street Associates, L.P. –
Constitution High School
RESOLVED, that the School Reform Commission authorizes The School District of Philadelphia,
through the Superintendent or his designee, to execute, deliver and perform an amendment of a Lease
Agreement originally entered into with 18 South Seventh Street Associates, L.P., pursuant to Resolution
No. A-25, approved by the School Reform Commission on April 20, 2005, and extended pursuant to
Resolution No. A- 26, approved by the School Reform Commission on September 17, 2015, for the lease
of the 62,023 square-foot building located at 18 South 7th Street, which the School District uses to
operate Constitution High School, by extending the term of the lease from its scheduled expiration date of
July 31, 2018 and by increasing the rent for the first year by 2% of the Extended Term, commencing
August 1, 2018 through July 31, 2019, to an annual rate of $1,170,374 ($18.87 per square foot) and by
increasing the rent by 2% for the second year of the Extended Term from August 1, 2019 to July 31,
2020, to an annual rate of $1,193,781 ($19.25 per square foot) and by increasing the rent by 2% for the
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third year of the Extended Term from August 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 at an annual rate of $1,217,656
($19.62 per square foot). During the Extended Term, the School District also will pay for cleaning and
utilities (including water, gas and electric service), for an aggregate amount not to exceed $500,000. The
terms of the amendment must be acceptable to the School District's Office of General Counsel and the
Office of Risk Management.
Description: Since 2005, the School District has operated the award-winning Constitution High School
(“Constitution HS”) in the building located at 18 South 7th Street, Philadelphia, PA in a cooperative
arrangement with the Constitution Center, which is located nearby. This school serves 425 students in
grades 9 through 12. The School District is currently exploring appropriate alternative locations for
Constitution HS that will offer the students the benefits they receive at their current location while
offering long-term operating cost savings to the School District.
The three-year term is contingent on the School District of Philadelphia Administration presenting a final
plan and recommendation for the permanent relocation of Constitution High School by May 2018. The
District should also communicate to all incoming and future students that this school will have a different
physical location in SY-21-SY-22.
ABC Code/Funding Source
1100-031-9fp0-2628-4411 Operating ($1,170,374.00)
1100-031-9fp0-2628-4411 Operating ($1,193,781.00)
1100-031-9fp0-2628-4411 Operating ($1,217,656.00)
A-2 (Updated 5.25.17)
Operating Budget: Amendment of Lease Agreement with 2130 Arch Street Associates, L.P. –
Science Leadership Academy
Resolved, that the School Reform Commission authorizes The School District of Philadelphia, through
the Superintendent or his designee, to execute, deliver and perform an amendment of a Lease Agreement
originally entered into with 2130 Arch Street Associates, L.P., pursuant to Resolution No. A-13, approved
by the School Reform Commission on November 9, 2005, and extended pursuant to Resolution A-25,
approved by the School Reform Commission on September 17, 2015, for the lease of 75,000 square feet
in the building located at 2130 Arch Street, which the School District uses to operate the Science
Leadership Academy, by extending the term of the lease from its scheduled expiration date of July 31,
2018 and by increasing the rent by 2% for the first year of the Extended Term, commencing August 1,
2018 through July 31, 2019, to an annual rate of $1,524,645 ($20.33 per square foot). During the
Extended Term, the School District also will pay for cleaning and utilities (including water, gas and
electric service), for an aggregate amount not to exceed $175,000. The terms of the amendment must be
acceptable to the School District's Office of General Counsel and the Office of Risk Management.
Description: Since 2005, the School District has operated the award-winning Science Leadership
Academy ("SLA") in the building located at 2130 Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA in a cooperative
arrangement with the Franklin Institute, which is located nearby. This school serves 500 students in
grades 9 through 12. The School District is currently exploring appropriate alternative locations for SLA
that will offer the students the benefits they receive at their current location while offering long-term
operating cost savings to the School District.
This extension allows the District time to consider permanent options for the physical location of the
school and colocation may be considered as one such option. The District should also communicate to all
incoming and future students that this school will have a different physical location in SY-19- SY-20.
ABC Code/Funding Source
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1100-031-9fp0-2628-4411 Operating
III.

EDUCATION SERVICES

None Submitted
IV.

INTERMEDIATE UNIT

IU-1 (Attached)
Adopts an amended Philadelphia Intermediate Unit Budget for 2016/2017 and a Philadelphia
Intermediate Unit Budget for 2017-2018
IU-2 (Attached)
Approves an Agreement with the Philadelphia School District to provide an educational program
and auxiliary services to nonpublic school students for 2017-2018

SRC Resolution Summary 5.25.17
Page 5 of 5

